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The Civic Centre at 25 Liebig Street is 
closed while Stage 3 restrictions are
in place.

For updates on changes to Council 
services as a result  of COVID-19 go
to www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/coro-
navirus

Postal address
Warrnambool City Council
P.O Box 198
Warrnambool 3280
Telephone: 03 5559 4800

Live Chat
Top right corner of
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Website
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Connect Warrnambool
Get more from where you live
www.connectwarrnambool.com.au

Have your say
Find out how to have your
say by vistiting
www.yoursaywarrnambool.com.au

CONNECT TO 

COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Cr. Robert Anderson

8 Casino Court, Warrnambool
0428 115 397
randerson@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Sue Cassidy

23 Nelson Street, Warrnambool
0417 438 470
scassidy@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Kylie Gaston

308 Timor Street, Warrnambool
0437 623 715
kgaston@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Tony Herbert, Mayor

20 Spence Street, Warrnambool
0427 669 760
therbert@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr Michael Neoh

PO Box 511, Warrnambool
0408 543 638
mneoh@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. David Owen

5 Kelp Street, Warrnambool
0419 615 887
dowen@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Peter Sycopoulis

12 Jackman Avenue
0439 722 451
psycopoulis@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

We find ourselves in the second 
wave of a pandemic that this 
time last year would have seemed 
inconceivable to most.

The stage 3 restrictions the second time 
around are just as testing, perhaps 
more so, as they were the first time.

The prospect of home schooling and very 
little social contact are terribly daunting.
But the alternative is unthinkable.
Despite the difficult year we are having 
some key projects continue to roll out.

The concepts for the new Learning and 
Library Hub, the Reid Oval upgrade, 
street lighting upgrades, the Lake Pertobe 
upgrade, footpath expansion and renewal.

The construction component of the library 
and Reid Oval will be particularly important 
over the coming year.

The employment and activity will become 
a significant part of our economic recovery 
from COVID-19.

We all understand that not all businesses 
and workers have been able to function 
normally, some not at all.

Monday September 7, 5.45pm.
Livestream at www.warrnambool.vic.

gov.au/council-meeting

MINUTE WITH 

THE MAYOR

It’s essential we support local businesses, 
which are such an important part of our 
economy and community.
We need to embrace the Get Around 
Warrnambool mantra.

Right now that means giving your friends 
and relatives a call, or sending them a text. 
It means doing our best to source the 
things we need from local businesses. 

I encourage everyone to go online and 
check out the local businesses that can 
provide you with no contact, click and 
collect goods.

For businesses there is support available 
from all levels of government.

If you’re not sure where to start go to 
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au and you’ll 
find the links and information you need.

Cr. Tony Herbert, Mayor

MINUTE WITH THE YOUTH COUNCIL

We have exciting news! 

Do you remember the Mental Health 
Campaign the Youth Council ran in 
2018? There were colourful posters, 

roundabout banners, stickers and badges 
scattered all around the town with the 
words: Be Social, Be Playful, Be Kind and 
Just Be. Familiar? 

Given the current climate, we thought this 
was the perfect time to re-visit the project 
and ‘coronify’ it, aka. make it specific to 
the experiences we are going through 
now. We know starting conversations 
around mental health can be awkward and 
new for some, yet simple for others. Either 
way, we’re aiming to promote this issue in 
such a colourful way that you will be drawn 
into the conversation. 

We’ve been successful in securing funding 
from Beyond the Bell to help this project 
reach more people. This aspect involves a 
unique, strong and resilient person… you! 
Yes, you! We want to have a community-
wide discussion about what the ‘new 
normal’ will be. We are eager to hear the 
ways you’ve stayed social, playful and kind 
over iso and how you’ve managed your 
wellbeing. Our goal? To create a checklist 

filled with different coping mechanisms, 
hobbies to try and new ways of doing 
things that can help us all stay mentally 
well during this challenging time.  

This project this aligns with W2040 goal 
People: Warrnambool’s people are healthy. 
It is also is for all ages. Whether you are 
someone who thrives in self-isolation or 
struggles like many of the indoor plants 
people decided to buy, we are asking 
for you help. This is a project for the 
community to benefit the community. You 
can add you voice to this conversation 
by completing our questionnaire on the 
W2040 website from August 17th .  You 
can also visit the Warrnambool Youth 
Council Instagram page where you can 
send in a photo or video with your top tips 
on how to keep being Social, Playful, Kind, 
Yourself, as well as how to Just Be, during 
in iso. 

Get ready Warrnambool. Those 2018 
icons are making a comeback and we 
have a feeling you’ll relate to them on 
another level. To say we’re incredibly 
excited is an understatement, as this time 
you get to be part of the ride. 

The Warrnambool Youth Council
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ENJOY THE 2020 

WARRNIBALD 

EXHIBITION FROM 

THE COMFORT OF 

HOME

There is still an opportunity to 
enjoy the diverse collection 
of portraits – and to vote for 
your favourite - in this year’s 
Warrnibald Prize exhibition.

The Warrnambool Art Gallery is 
currently closed to the public but all 
46 entries in this year’s competition 

can be viewed in high resolution at  
www.thewag.com.au/warrnibald-
prize-2020-gallery

The Warrnibald Prize is an annual portrait 
exhibition that features portraits of South 
West identities by local artists.

This year’s first prize of $2000 went to 
Warrnambool artist Karen Richards for her 
extraordinary embroidery portrait of fellow 
artist, Des Bunyon.

Second prize of $500 was awarded to 
Elisabeth Claire Macrae-Drylie for her 
portrait titled “The Terrier” featuring local 
journalist Carol Altmann.

In addition the judges’ award the public can 
vote for their favourite work in the people’s 
choice award – the Archibool Prize. 

MERRIVALE’S SPORTING 

HEART GIVEN A LIFT

Council, in partnership with the Merrivale Football 
Netball Club and Merrivale Cricket Club have  
completed a project to improve the facilities at 
Merrivale Recreation Reserve.

The Reserve and facilities are widely used community sport 
and recreation facilities and the oval is the key area of 
community public open space in the Merrivale area.

The project components included:

1.

Connecting three phase power to the reserve.  Additional 
electricity was required to operate the irrigation system and 
new sports ground and netball court lighting. The upgrade has 
alleviated the capacity issues experienced at the reserve, enabled 
a safe and efficient operation of all assets while providing capacity 
for future development.
2.

Installation of automatic sports ground irrigation. Provides full 
oval coverage and is currently programmed to operate overnight 

at off-peak times. Potable water is connected to the turf wicket 
allowing the Club to manually water, as required in preparation 
and maintenance during competition times.  
3.

Installation of 100 lux LED sports ground lighting and 200 lux 
LED netball court lighting. Both mee the Australian Standard for 
amateur football and netball competition. 

The project was completed this year at a total cost of $568,036. 

Funding for the project was received from a number of sources, 
including $250,000 from the Victorian Government, $162,950 
from Council, $150,086 from the Merrivale FNC and Merivale 
Cricket Club and $5,000 from AFL Victoria.

People have until 10am Sunday, 
September 6 to vote for their favourite 
work using the link above.

The Warrnibald Prize helps raise funds to 
support WDEA Work’s ArtLink Program: an 
initiative that assists people with a range of 

abilities identify and achieve their creative 
goals, and promote the inclusivity of 
everyone in community life.

The Archibool first prize is $2000 and 
second prize, $500.

Karen Richards portrait of fellow artist, Des Bunyon
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MOYJIL BEACH ACCESS 

REOPENED

The beach access staircase at Moyjil-Point 
Ritchie has reopened following restoration 
work.

The $215,000 project was being funded by Warrnambool 
City Council ($94,000) and the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning ($121,000) and 

delivered in partnership with the Eastern Maar Aboriginal 
Corporation.

The design of the staircase responds to the harsh, changing 
coastal environment while also protecting the extraordinarily 
significant cultural place that is Moyjil.

Maar shell middens and other archaeological material 
unearthed in recent years have resulted in Moyjil becoming 
the subject of an Ongoing Protection Declaration, the highest 
level of protection available for Aboriginal cultural heritage in 
Victoria.

The Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation , the Registered 
Aboriginal Party for the area.

“Moyjil has been and remains a place of great significance 
for both Eastern Maar Citizens and everyone that lives or 

SUPPORT FOR 

BUSINESSES

Council is allocating $89,000 to 
assist local businesses through its 
Business Improvement Grants 
(BIG) program.
Other levels of Government are also 
offering support.

Australian Government
Information on Australian Government 
packages is available at www.
business.gov.au

You can also seek advice from the 
Australian Government by calling 13 28 46.

Cash flow boosts of between $20,000 and 
$100,000 is available to eligible small and 
medium businesses, delivered through 
credits in the activity statement system, 
when eligible businesses lodge their 
activity statements.

Other support includes:
•  Increasing the instant asset 

write-off threshold from $20,000 - 
$150,000.

• Backing business investment - a 
time-limited 15-month investment 
incentive.

• Supporting apprentices and 
trainees - a wage subsidy of 50% 
of an apprentice or trainee’s wage 
paid during the nine months from 
January 1, 2020, to  September 30, 
2020.

• Coronavirus Business Liaison 
Unit - this unit has been created in 
Treasury to build on existing efforts 
to support confidence, employment 
and business continuity. Contact the 
unit at: coronavirusbusinessliaison@
treasury.gov.au

Victorian Government support 
through Business Victoria
Businesses across the state can now 
access information on 
dealing with COVID-19 by calling the 
Business Victoria hotline on 13 22 15.

Applications are now open for the 
Victorian Government’s Business 
Support Fund.

The fund provides $10,000 grants to 
help eligible small businesses.

Land tax deferral. Landowners that have 
at lease one non-residential property 

may have the option of deferring their 
2020 land tax payment

Other Support
Australian Banking Association 
hardship teams.

Financial hardship teams have been set up 
to assist with:
• Deferring loan payments
• Waiving fees and charges
• Helping with debt consolidation
• Waiving penalties for early withdrawal 

of term deposit
• Deferring upcoming credit card 

payments and increasing emergency 
limits

• Victorian Chamber of Commerce

Is offering Essentials membership for 12 
months ($700 waiver) plus $700 training 
and consulting credit and two free calls 
to the advice line. Contact James Gulli for 
more information: 0419 754 775 or email 
JGulli@victorianchamber.com.au 

Melbourne Innovation / Australian 
Small Business Advisory Services 
(ASBAS) Digital solutions program

For-profit small business with less than 
20 employees can register for free digital 
solutions program to help up-skill.

Sign up for newsletters from Council’s 
Economic Development Unit at

www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/covid-19-

business-support

visits Warrnambool. We welcome the announcement that works 
will begin to further protect the significance of this place for 
everyone,” Eastern Maar General Manager Cultural Landscapes 
John Clarke said.

“We all have a stake in the protection of this old place. It is an old 
place. A human place; and one that we all can continue to enjoy.” 

Those visiting Moyjil are reminded to be respectful of the area and 
to use the designated paths and access points.

The project was a recommendation of the Moyjil Point Ritchie 
Conservation Management Plan. 
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ONLINE GUIDANCE FOR 

COUNCIL ELECTION 

CANDIDATES

Prospective Council election candidates are 
encouraged to participate in online information 
sessions offered by Warrnambool City Council 
in partnership with the Municipal Association of 
Victoria.

“These free sessions on August 26 and 27 will be a 
helpful introduction to local government for all potential 
candidates, particularly for first-time candidates,” 

Warrnambool City Council Acting Chief Executive Officer Vikki 
King said.

“We strongly recommend participating in these sessions which 
will have an MAV facilitator and advice provided by a regional city 
CEO.

“This will be an iconic building and one 
that all the Warrnambool community will 
be able to access. As a substantial capital 
works project, it will also be an important 
economic stimulus for the region as the 
economy recovers from the effects of the 
pandemic,” Ms Tierney said.

“The community provided clear direction 
on the features the new library would need, 
and we will meet those expectations. 
This new building will resolve accessibility, 
space and amenity issues.”

Kosloff Architecture is designing the 
new facilities. The project includes the 

refurbishment of an existing heritage-
listed building on the campus. A builder is 
expected to be appointed in April 2021. 
Completion and opening of the new hub is 
expected in mid-2022. 

“I’m thrilled to see the design for this 
wonderful project coming to fruition,“ 
project group member Cr Kylie Gaston said.

“Importantly, the new library will have more 
books – a key priority of the community.

“The concept design sits comfortably 
within the TAFE campus’s current mix of 
heritage and modern buildings.”

“Candidates should also be aware there will be mandatory 
information sessions offered by Local Government Victoria with 
these details to be announced next week.”

The online sessions offered through the Municipal Association of 
Victoria (MAV) will cover:
• the role and purpose of local government;  
• the new Local Government Act 2020; 
• introduction to your council and information on the municipal 

area;
• roles, responsibilities and expectations of a councillor;  
• the experience of being a councillor; and,
• The electoral process and campaigning including key 

dates and information provided by the Victorian Electoral 
Commission. 

“In order to participate in one of the MAV sessions you must first 
register,” Ms King said.

All the session details are available at
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/standing-council-2020

FIRST LOOK AT 

STUNNING NEW 

LEARNING AND 

LIBRARY HUB

Concept designs for the new 
$20.25 million learning and 
library hub at South West 
TAFE’s Warrnambool campus 
have been released, offering 
community members a glimpse 
of what the stunning new 
building is expected to look 
like, thanks to the Victorian 
Government. 
Earlier this month Minister for Higher 
Education Gayle Tierney released the 
concept drawings for the ultra-modern 
facility, which is a joint project between 
the Department of Education and Training, 
South West TAFE and Warrnambool City 
Council. 

The new hub in the heart of Warrnambool 
will be open to the community and offers 
more than four times the floor area of the 
current library. 

The learning and library hub will include 
a modern indoor-outdoor café, public 
computers, exhibition and display areas, 
places to study, meeting rooms, and a 
games and digital media zone. The top 
floor will offer a quiet reading area with 
views across Lake Pertobe to the ocean. 
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A NEW WILD 

WARRNAMBOOL 

BIOQUEST

The Wild Warrnambool Bioquest, 
the game concluded on August 
12 and new quest has begun.

Wild Warrnambool Bioquest II, is 
an opportunity to photograph 
and document native plants and 

animals in and around Warrnambool.

Warrnambool City Council is collaborating 
with nature mapping game, QuestaGame 
to deliver the bioquest.

To participate in the bioquest is easy. 
Simply download the free QuestaGame 
app for your device, sign up and start 

submitting your wildlife photographs to 
Wild Warrnambool Bioquest.

A few cautionary words: participating in 
the bioquest must be done in accordance 
with COVID-19 restrictions. The good 
news is that a bioquest can be undertaken 
in your backyard!

It can even be played from within your 
house, leaving a light on at night near a 
window can attract insects ready for you 
to photograph.

Participants in the new Wild Warrnambool 
Bioquest, which began on August 13, 
will also be able to be a part of the Great 
Aussie Bioquest, a state versus stage 
bioquest that will run from August 15 to 
23.

Any sightings submitted over that week 
within the Warrnambool municipality will be 

entered into both the Wild Warrnambool 
Bioquest and the Great Aussie Bioquest.

Join the new Warrnambool clan to play 
as part of team, communicate with and 
challenge team members and enter the 
August World Bioquest for clans. 

The South of Merri Open Space Precinct Plan provides a vision for 
improving and connecting seven parklands along the south side of 
the Merri River between Manuka Drive Reserve and St James Park.

The Merri River Landscaping Guidelines aim to guide a consistent 
and strategic approach to planting along the Merri River, ensuring 
both ecological and social outcomes are achieved.

Community consultation on the draft Precinct Plan provided 
significant community support for the plan and its overall 
objectives, as well as the objectives of all three parts of the project.

The project gives effect to and is underpinned by the W2040 
Community Plan and the Green Warrnambool Plan, including the 
Open Space Strategy.

A PLAN FOR PRECIOUS 

GREEN SPACE

Council has adopted key documents that set the 
foundation for the Merri River corridor to become 
an important open space and green asset for 
Warrnambool. 

At its August meeting Council received a report on the Merri 
River Planning Project which included the Merri River 
Parklands Framework, South of Merri Open Space Precinct 

Plan, and Merri River Landscaping Guidelines. 

The three-part project which identifies the long-term value of 
the Merri River Corridor to the future open space network of 
Warrnambool was developed in collaboration with the Eastern 
Maar Aboriginal Corporation, internal and external reference 
groups and the community.

The Merri River Parklands Framework provides an overarching 
guide for Council aimed at improving connections within and 
to the Merri River Corridor, structured under the themes of 
Connecting Place, Connecting Culture, Connecting Nature, 
Connecting Trails, Connecting Communities, and Connecting 
Partners.
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SWITCHING ON TO SMARTER 

STREET LIGHTING

A further 903 street lights in Warrnambool will be 
replaced with energy efficient LED lights.

The new lights will improve energy efficiency, lower operating 
costs, and in most cases, will improve existing lighting levels 
across the City.

EXPLORE MIDDLE ISLAND AND FLAGSTAFF HILL

FROM HOME

Middle Island and Flagstaff Hill can be explored from anywhere in the world.

For the first time since the island’s 
closure to the public in 2006, you 
can now experience the hidden world 

of wonder that is Middle Island - using 
augmented reality.

The Middle Island experience uses new 
photogrammetry technology that pieces 
together hundreds of high-resolution drone 
photographs.

This means that smartphone users can 
now place Middle Island in their own 
homes (in a virtual sense) and explore 

the many caves, find penguin huts and 
hangout spots of the guardian maremma 
dogs, with an incredible clarity and zoom 
capacity to spot details they may not 
otherwise notice from a simple picture.

As users physically move around the 
island with their device, more of the island 
will be revealed and more details will be 
uncovered.

The Flagstaff Hill virtual tour was filmed 
using 360-degree cameras. Users can 
navigate their way around the village and 

The wattage of the new LED lights  will vary from 17W to 275W 
and will replace existing globes with wattage which varies from 
32W to 400W.

In summary:
• 17W LEDs will replace 32W, 42W and 80W mostly mercury 

vapour globes 
• 70W LEDs will replace 150W high pressure sodium globes
• 150W LEDs will replace 250W mercury vapout globes
• 275W LEDs will replace 400W high pressure sodium globes

Energy savings are expected to be in the order of 275,000 kWh or 
275 MWh per year, equivalent to the total electricity usage of 18 
average Australian homes in a year.  

The project will reduce annual carbon emissions of about 295 
tonnes, equivalent to taking about 100 cars off the roads. 

The energy savings represent 6 per cent of the total Council 
electricity consumption for the 2019-2020 financial year with 
payback time for the project estimated at seven to eight years.

Materials in the old light globes will be recycled and the new LEDs 
are expected to last about 20 years.

learn more about life in the 19th century 
from the virtual tour guide.

The tour works even better with a 
smartphone and virtual reality (VR) 
headset, providing a fully immersive 
experience.

You can find the Middle Island
augmented reality model at

www.visitwarrnambool.com.au/middle-

island while the Flagstaff Hill virtual
tour is at www.flagstaffhill.com.
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Municipal Rates Concession

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne. 
© State of Victoria. April 2017 (1703047). 

To receive this publication in an 
accessible format call 1800 658 521 (toll free).

Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession Card Veterans’ Affairs War Widow Gold Card Veterans’ Affairs TPI Gold Card

What does this concession provide?
• A discount on (municipal) council rates up to a yearly maximum, which  

is indexed every year. Please ask your council for the current amount.

• Renters can claim this concession if they have entered into an  
agreement/contract with the landlord to be responsible for the  
payment of council rates.

What cards are eligible?
• Pensioner Concession Card — issued by Centrelink or  

Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

• Department of Veterans’ Affairs Gold Card — War Widow (WW).

• Department of Veterans’ Affairs Gold Card — Totally & Permanently 
Incapacitated (TPI).

Are there any other eligibility criteria?
• Your concession card must be valid at the time of application.

• You are the person responsible for payment of the account.

• Your name must be on the rates notice.

• Your name and address on the account must match that on the  
concession card, and the address must be your principal place of residence.

Eligible cards
To apply, contact your local council or shire office.

For information on concession programs please call the Concessions Information Line 
on 1800 658 521 (toll free) or visit www.dhs.vic.gov.au/concessions.
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