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Postal address
Warrnambool City Council
P.O Box 198, Warrnambool 3280
Telephone: 03 5559 4800
contact@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Live Chat
Top right corner of
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Website
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Connect Warrnambool
Get more from where you live
www.connectwarrnambool.com.au

Have your say
Find out how to have your
say by vistiting
www.yoursaywarrnambool.com.au

CONNECT TO 

COUNCIL

Mayor Cr. Debbie Arnott

0438 034 169
darnott@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Otha Akoch

0437 906 424
oakoch@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Ben Blain

0437 900 646
bblain@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Vicki Jellie

0437 937 810
vjellie@warrnambool.vic.gov.au 

Cr Angie Paspaliaris

0418 595 745
 apaspaliaris@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Max Taylor

0438 091 575
mtaylor@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Richard Ziegeler

0437 928 490
rziegeler@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

YOUR

COUNCILLORS

COUNCIL MEETINGS

February 6, March 6, 5.45pm
Lighthouse Studio, 185 Timor Street
Warrnambool.
Meeting livestream available at 
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/

council-meetings

MINUTE WITH THE

MAYOR

Welcome to summer in the ‘Bool!
It’s a fun time of year, there’s a festive 

atmosphere and we get to welcome 
thousands of visitors to the city.

We’ve had some great projects come to 
fruition this year including the Reid Oval 
redevelopment and the new Library.

Another major project just completed is the 
upgrade of the Lake Pertobe Adventure 
Playspace.

There’s been enormous excitement around 
this project and it’s a feature of the city that 
will be treasured by residents and visitors 
for many years to come.

It’s been designed to provide fun – and 
some challenges - for a range of ages from 
toddlers through to big kids.

I encourage everyone to keep an eye 
out for the “It’s All Happening” events 
and activities around the city which are 

all about providing entertainment and 
activities for anyone in Warrnambool.

And finally  I wish everyone a safe and 
happy Christmas and a super New Year. 

Mayor Cr. Debbie Arnott

SLOW DOWN AT MERRI RIVER SCHOOL

A 40kmh speed limit now applies to Wollaston Road near the Merri River School.

The school and Council applied to VicRoads for the speed limit to be lowered from 
60kmh during school drop-off and pick-up times.

New speed limit signs were installed in late November.

Assistant Principal Jo Roche said the lower speed limit was a good safety outcome for all 
although it appeared some motorists may not have noticed the new signs.

Merri River School Assistant Principal Jo Roche, Mayor Cr Debbie Arnott and students Emma, 
Owen and Zavier have welcomed the new speed limit along Wollaston Road.
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NEW LAKE PERTOBE

PLAYGROUND OPENS

Australia’s best free playground was officially 
opened on December 9.

The new adventure playground is complete with 
lots of pieces of equipment to cater for children of 
different ages and abilities, there is a water play area 
and of course, the nine-metre slide tower.

Getting around Lake Pertobe is also a lot easier, with 
new concrete footpaths linking the various sections 
together.

The $2.9 million Lake Pertobe upgrade was funded in 
equal parts by the Australian Government’s Building 
Better Regions Fund and Warrnambool City Council, 
and also includes the replacement of the McGennans 
amenity block across Pertobe Road.

EDWARDS BRIDGE 

OPENS

The new Edwards Bridge is officially 
open.

The $4.6 million project is a partnership 
between the Australian Government 
and the Warrnambool City Council, with 
Council receiving a contribution of up to 
$2 million from the Australian Government 
under the Bridges Renewal Program. 

Work began in February to fully replace the 
existing timber bridge, which was built in 
the late 1800s and has reached the end of 
its useable lifespan.

Access for vehicles and pedestrians was 
restored in October, with the contractors 
subsequently installing the permanent 
guard railings.

SEARCHING FOR SOUTH WEST 

VICTORIA’S NEXT ENTREPRENEURS

The South West region is on the search for its next generation of 
entrepreneurs with the support of a $275,000 LaunchVic grant. 

Aspiring South West entrepreneurs can join a fully funded pre-
accelerator program that will provide expert guidance in bringing 
their innovative ideas to market. 

The program is a partnership between the Warrnambool City, 
Moyne Shire and Corangamite Shire Councils, South West 
TAFE, Food and Fibre Great South Coast, and ManuFutures 
Deakin University. Warrnambool, Corangamite and Moyne Shire’s 
collaborative application was one of only four regional locations to 
receive funding.

Program participants will join Deakin University’s highly 
successful Ignite pre-accelerator program. Ignite is one of many 
new incubator programs offered through Deakin University’s 

ManuFutures, an advanced manufacturing hub supporting 
regional businesses to improve competitiveness and create new 
market opportunities. The first intake of Ignite participants will be 
in early 2023 at Deakin’s Warrnambool Campus. 

The program consists of workshops, seminars and presentations 
from industry leaders and past and current successful 
entrepreneurs. Those participating will find out how to take their 
business innovation or entrepreneurial idea and turn it into a 
start-up business. All ideas, no matter what industry sector or 
type will be supported to develop and scale up new products and 
operations.

Prospective participants will be able to lodge an expression 
in the coming weeks. In the meantime, updates will be 
published at www.theideasplace.com.au and on the 
Ideas Place social media channels. Any enquiries can be 
forwarded to info@theideasplace.com.au.  

The new bridge retains the character of 
the old with the side railings reminiscent of 
the previous structure, and a “wood grain” 
stencil has been used on the concrete 
footpath.

Safety for pedestrians and bike riders 
has been improved, with the new bridge 
having pedestrian walkways on both sides 
along with on-road bike lanes.

The new bridge also means that the 15 
tonne load limit has been removed. Due 
to the iconic Norfolk Pines on Pertobe 
Road, Stanley Street and Edwards Bridge 
represent the only way many heavy 
vehicles can access the port.

Contractors will return to carry out minor 
rectification works either later this month or 
in February.
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FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM 

TO BUILD SMOOTHER 

FOOTPATHS IN THE CBD

The asphalt footpaths in the 
Warrnambool CBD will all be renewed in 

stages over the next five years as part of a 
$3 million program.

This will involve all asphalt footpaths from 
Henna to Banyan streets and Merri Street 
to Raglan Parade having their foundations 
rebuilt with new asphalt replacing old.

Warrnambool City Council Chief Executive 
Officer Peter Schneider said that CBD 
businesses and residents impacted by the 
works would receive advanced notice as 
to when their section of footpath will be 
worked on.

“While the scale of works won’t be 
anywhere near what we saw in Liebig 
Street, there will still be some disruptions – 
typically between two and four weeks per 
section,” he said.

“We have already written to CBD 
businesses and residents that may be 
impacted to give them on overview of the 
program, and we will be in touch again 
when we have timeframes confirmed for 
the section of footpath in front of their 
property.

“Footpaths, like roads, playgrounds or any 
other pieces of infrastructure, have a finite 
lifespan and eventually the time comes 
where they need to be replaced.

“Outside of Liebig Street, the footpaths in 
the CBD vary significantly in their age and 
condition, with some several decades old.

“The asphalt on many of these footpaths is 
patchy and uneven in multiple areas.

“While we always aim to deal with hazards 
promptly, rebuilding the footpath will 
create a smoother and more consistent 
surface, making it easier for everyone to 
get around.

“The project will mostly be a like-for-like 
replacement, however there may be some 
opportunities for improved accessibility in 
some areas.

“City centre businesses or residents 
with any concerns or suggestions are 
encouraged to get in touch with us so that 
our team can have a chat with you and 
see how we can work together.”

To speak about the project, call 5559 
4800 or email ecodev@warrnambool.
vic.gov.au

VOLUNTEERS VENTURE BEYOND THE HILL

You may have seen the volunteers at Flagstaff Hill in the Maritime Village, taking a 
heritage tour or trying to tempt you with something sweet to eat from the lolly shop but 

what you may not realise is that they are also very active in the Warrnambool community. 

They love getting out and about and chatting to people about Flagstaff Hill, promoting 
the various programs, events and opportunities to engage and enjoy the attraction. 

This not only helps promote Flagstaff Hill but it provides volunteers with unique and 
exciting opportunities to socialise with like-minded people, make friends and get to know 
people in the community. 

The Flagstaff Hill volunteers have been particularly busy this year with appearances at the 
May Races, Volunteer Expo, Warrnambool Show, Lighthorse Brigade meet and greet and 
the Jericho Cup. 

They have also visited a number of local aged care facilities, retirement villages and 
schools. 

If you would like to find out more about volunteering opportunities at Flagstaff 
Hill please get in touch at fshvolunteering@warrnambool.vic.gov.au or call 
5559 4600

ROAD RESEALING 

UNDER WAY

The lifespan of 14km of Warrnambool’s 
road network will be extended with 

Council’s annual road resealing program 
beginning on November 30, with works to 
be finished before Christmas.
The $670,000 program sees a new 
bitumen seal sprayed onto road surfaces 
before a layer of aggregate is rolled in to 
create a new waterproof layer.

Warrnambool City Council Chief Executive 
Officer Peter Schneider said that road 
resealing was an important way of 
preventing roads from deteriorating ahead 
of time.

“As roads get older, small cracks begin to 
form in their surface,” he said. 

“Over time, or following heavy rain, water 
can seep through these cracks and disrupt 
the foundations of the road, eventually 
causing a pothole.

“By re-applying this waterproof top layer of 
bitumen, we can prevent more expensive 
repairs down the track.

“This layer also makes roads safer as it 
improves traction for vehicles.

“53 sections of road have been identified 
as being due for a reseal this year, and 
while they may look like they are in good 

condition, they have all developed cracks 
and need to be resealed to make sure 
bigger problems don’t develop.
“It’s like taking your car to the mechanic for 
a regular service rather than waiting for it 
to breakdown.”

Warrnambool City Council has once again 
partnered with the Corangamite Shire 
Council on a joint tender for the resealing 
works.

“By combining the roads that need to 
be resealed across Warrnambool and 
Corangamite, we can get the work done 
for less than what it would cost if we put 
out individual tenders,” Mr Schneider said.
“It just makes sense to work together, it’s 
a win-win.”

For a full list of streets to be resealed, 
visit www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/
roads-and-road-safety or call 5559 
4800.

John, Gerard, Ray, Carol, Glenda, Jane, 
and Barbara at the recent Jericho Cup.
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FIRST NIGHT GAME HELD AT NEW REID OVAL

In another historic moment for Reid Oval, the first cricket game under lights was held at 
the newly redeveloped facility on Friday November 25.

Adding to the occasion was the fact that it was the women’s competition put in the 
spotlight, with Nestles hosting Hawkesdale in the Round 5 clash.

Warrnambool Mayor Cr Debbie Arnott said that she was excited that the first night 
cricket match at the new Reid Oval was a women’s match.

“Creating a venue that is female friendly was a key driver behind the upgrade, and to see 
this go hand in hand with the use of the new lights and the amazing Reid Oval surface, 
it’s what it’s all about,” she said.

“The atmosphere in the local women’s cricket division is so welcoming.

“Our role at Council is to keep working to improve sporting facilities in the municipality to 
match the enthusiasm of local women and girls who want to get involved.”

Nestles Cricket Club Captain Brooke Herbertson said that having Reid Oval as a home 
ground was an amazing feeling.

“We love it and being able to show off our home ground is pretty special to us,” she said. 

Hawkesdale Cricket Club Captain Tara Elliott encouraged everyone interested in cricket 
to give it a go.

“I’m super proud of how far the competition has progressed and to have the opportunity to 
play against Nestles in the first game here… it’s something to be really proud of,” she said.

COLIN IS BEST IN THE 

SOUTH WEST

As a school crossing supervisor Colin 
Bristol ensures scores of children 

make it safely across Raglan Parade every 
school day.

It’s a job he has performed for more than 
13 years and which he finds meaningful 
and satisfying.

The manner in which Colin goes about his 
work is appreciated by parents and schools 
and resulted in a School Crossings Victoria 
award for the Geelong/South-West region.

The award recognised his “professional 
demeanour, welcoming, caring and 
supportive encouragement to all users of 
the school crossing”.

He is stationed where Raglan Parade 
intersects with Bell Street and Derby Parade.

“You get to know a lot of people, adults as 
well as young kids. I have seen kids start 
from primary school and go right through 
to year 12 and it’s fantastic,” Colin said.

“Kids come up and talk to me on the 
street, they still remember you.”

And it’s a job he recommends.

“As long as you are a people person I 
would recommend it to anyone. You have 
got to love kids and get along with their 
parents,” he said. 

Two other Warrnambool crossing 
supervisors were nominated for the 
awards: Helen Ferrier and Trevor Dowie.
Council Chief Executive Officer Peter 
Schneider congratulated the three 
nominees.

“Colin and our team of crossing 
supervisors do a superb job and it’s one 
that comes with enormous responsibility,” 
Mr Schneider said.

“Our supervisors give parents and carers 
peace of mind that their children will get to 
school and back home without incident.”

Warrnambool City Council supervises 
32 school crossings and employs 42 
supervisors.

JOIN THE BIG SUMMER 

READ WITH HELP FROM 

THE WARRNAMBOOL 

LIBRARY

The Warrnambool Library is proud to be 
part of the Big Summer Read.

The Big Summer Read aims to keep 
children engaged with reading and learning 
over the summer holidays in order to avoid 
the “summer slide” – the loss of literacy 
skills over the holidays when children might 
read less.

All children between the ages of 0-18 are 
welcome to participate! Independent and 
non-independent readers can log any 
book they read, that is read to them, or 
listened to as an audio. We encourage 
parents and caregivers to continue to read 
aloud to young people during the summer 
school holidays and log these books as 
part of the challenge.

The Big Summer Read is supported by 
Beanstack, a user-friendly website (with 

an intuitive mobile Android or Apple app) 
that makes it easy to register, track reading 
and earn digital ‘badges’ as rewards for 
reaching reading milestones.

The Big Summer Read runs from 1 
December 2022 until 31 January 2023.
Find out more and register at www.plv.
org.au or visit the Library.

Keep an eye on the Warrnambool Library 
website and social media channels, or 
drop in for a visit, to learn about more 
summer events coming up for both adults 
and children.

Colin Bristol with Council 
CEO Peter Schneider.
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NEED A HAND GETTING 

INVOLVED IN THE

COMMUNITY?

Do you feel lonely around Christmas 
time? Is your New Year’s resolution to 

get out into the community, try something 
new, or make friends? 

The Community Connections Program is a 
free service aiming to support people that 
would like a bit of help to get involved in 
the community. 

This could include walking and exercise 
groups, gardening groups, craft activities, 
volunteering opportunities and much more! 

You can get in touch with a Community 
Connector who will help link you to social 
activities, groups and services in the local 
area.
 
To find out more contact our 
Community Connectors: 
Jacob Gilmour: jgilmour@
warrnambool.vic.gov.au | 0478 315 813
Jill Bourke: jbourke@warrnambool.vic.
gov.au | 0418 944 276

A new orienteering Art Trail has been installed in Victoria Park.

Ten concrete sculptures have been placed throughout the park. Each one has been 
designed and constructed by local students from the Merri River and WAVE schools, with 
support of local artist Michelle Shearer.

Each bollard has holes in it which if you look though, will guide you to the next marker on 
the trail.

They also include QR codes which feature content such as augmented reality developed 
by Multicultural Leadership Group students at Warrnambool College and Warrnambool 
East Primary School Students with help from One Day Studios. Other QR codes link to 
environmental animations developed by members of Green Futures Now!

A QR code on each sculpture also provides bearings for you to navigate to the next marker.

Warrnambool Mayor Cr Debbie Arnott said that a collaborative approach between Council’s 
Youth Engagement team, local schools and young residents have led to a great outcome.

“This is a really creative way to add visual interest and increase visitation to Victoria Park 
without taking away from the wide open spaces that people already enjoy,” she said.

“A project where you can combine art and exercise is always going to be a winner, and it 
was just fantastic to see so many people come together to bring this project to life.

“It’s especially great for kids to be able to see their works of art on permanent public 
display. It just fills them with pride.”

The official starting point is near the water tower off Hyland Street but you can start at 
any point in the park.

BEAT THE HEAT THIS SUMMER

Heat kills more Australians than any natural disaster.

Extreme heat can affect anybody. Those most at risk are older 
people, young children and people with a medical condition.

Heat stress occurs when our body is unable to cool itself enough 
to maintain a healthy temperature. Normally, the body cools itself 
by sweating, but sometimes sweating isn’t enough and the body 
temperature keeps rising.

Survive the heat this summer with these five simple tips:
• Drink plenty of water – you need to drink more during hot 

weather, regardless of how active you are, even if you don’t 
feel thirsty 

• Never leave kids, adults or pets in cars – the temperature can 
double in minutes.

• Spend as much time as possible in cool or air-conditioned 
buildings. The Archie Graham Centre is a great option!

• Plan ahead – too much activity on a hot day can lead to heat 
stress. If you can, restrict activity to cooler parts of the day.

• Check on others – Look after those most at risk in the heat 
– your neighbour living alone, older people, young children, 
people with a medical condition and don’t forget your pets.

To find out more visit www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au

ART MEETS ORIENTEERING AT 

VICTORIA PARK
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SIGN UP FOR A PAW-SOME EDUCATION

EXPERIENCE

It’s fair to say that Warrnambool’s Maremma guardian dogs and the penguins they 
protect are pretty famous, but how much do you really know about the project and how 

it all works?

The Middle Island Project’s educational experience, Penguin Protectors Warrnambool, is 
a fun and engaging education experience with the opportunity to take a photo with one 
of the Maremma dogs!

During this experience, you will learn about Little Penguins and the importance of 
protecting them. 

You will also learn about how this world-first conservation project uses Maremma 
guardian dogs to look after the local penguin colony. 

Sessions will run from December 28 until the end of the school holidays.

To book, visit www.warrnamboolpenguins.com.au/education 

All funds raised go directly towards the care of the Middle Island Project Maremma dogs 
and conservation of the Little Penguins.

NEW YEAR’S EVE

New Year’s Eve at Flagstaff Hill will be 
the best place in Warrnambool to 

spend the evening on December 31. 
For a fun, safe, family friendly event, look 
no further! 

Flagstaff Hill is the perfect location to set up 
a picnic on the green, listen to live music, 
enjoy loads of family entertainment, while 
soaking up the great atmosphere before 
heading to the top of the hill for the best 
view of the breakwater fireworks at 9.30pm.

The Steam Packet Inn will be open to 
purchase alcohol and soft drinks, the Stella 
Maris Tearooms and the Lolly Shop will be 
operational along with various food stalls 
onsite, live music, cannon firing and much 
more!

Pre-purchase your tickets to avoid long 
queues on the day. Or better yet, become 
a Flagstaff Hill member and entry to New 
Year’s Eve on the Hill is included in your 
membership!

Visit www.flagstaffhill.com to find out more.
If you’re not heading to Flagstaff Hill, there 
are still plenty of great spots to see the 
fireworks.

Fireworks will be launched from the 
Warrnambool breakwater at 9.30pm and 
midnight, so anywhere with a view of this 
iconic structure will make a great vantage 
point. 

Popular spots include Cannon Hill, 
McGennans Car Park and the Flume.

SMALL TRAINS, BIG FUN!

The Warrnambool Model Railway Exhibition features stunning displays of model trains 
and breathtaking miniature scenery.

The exhibition is on Saturday January 14 from 10am to 5pm and Sunday January 15 
from 10am to 4pm at the St Joeseph’s Primary School Hall, Botanic Road. 

Entry: $10 Adults, $8 Concession, $5 Children or $25 Families. 

For more information call Mick on 0421 159 206.

IT’S ALL HAPPENING IN 

WARRNAMBOOL

Have you noticed Warrnambool looking 
and feeling extra festive this year?

As well as the Norfolk Pine Christmas 
tree on the Civic Green and the return of 
the popular Christmas neons, there have 
also been Christmas projections onto 
CBD buildings, lots of live music in the 
city centre plus an elf trail and free face 
painting every weekend until December 
19.

It’s all happening, and that’s just a few 
things we’ve mentioned.

Looking ahead, the rest of December and 
all of January will be just as action packed, 
with no shortage of activities for everyone 
to get involved in.

Stay in the loop and check out all the 
listings at whatson.warrnambool.vic.
gov.au or call the Warrnambool Visitor 
Information Centre on 1800 637 725.
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NOTABLE, NOTEWORTHY AND 

KNOWN

Curated by Deborah Hennessy
Until January 29

Usually under-represented in museum 
collections, averaging just 25 per cent 
of works held, the prominence of female 
artists in contemporary art practice 
encourages a fresh look at those who 
came before.

SELF-CREATION

Curated by Aaron Bradbrook & Daniel Newell
Until March 5

Self-Creation explores a nuanced area in 
the artform of drag and the idea of gender 
presentation through the medium of DIY and 
low budget self-produced music videos.

LOVE IS THE MESSAGE, THE 

MESSAGE IS DEATH

Arthur Jafa
Until March 19

Produced by artist, director and award-
winning cinematographer Arthur Jafa, 
this is a masterful convergence of found 
footage that traces African-American 
history and identity through a vast 
spectrum of contemporary imagery.

HOLIDAY ACTORS PRESENT 

SHREK THE MUSICAL

January 7, 11, 12, 13 and 14 at 7:30 pm, 
January 8 and 14 at 1.30pm

BARBAROI

January 19, 7.30pm

MYSTIQUE MAGIC AND 

ILLUSION SPECTACULAR

January 21, 2pm and 7pm

ROSS WILSON CELEBRATES 50 

YEARS OF EAGLE ROCK

February 4, 8pm

HARD QUIZ LIVE HOSTED BY 

TOM GLEESON

February 10, 6.30pm and 8.30pm

MAKING WAVES – CHILDREN’S 

EXHIBITION

Sinead Murphy
Until April 23

Prominent local artist and designer Sinead 
Murphy uses collage and large-scale 
painting to transform the gallery into an 
ocean odyssey. The Artist now invites you 
to dive head-first into your own creativity this 
summer. This exhibition is open daily, with a 
range of free activities for children and families.

NGAKEE WANGA TOOMPA

Brett Clarke
Until May 7

Ngakee Wanga Toompa continues Kirrae 
Whurrung songman, artist, carver and 
composer, Brett Clarke’s expression of his 
spiritual connection to country.

from

through


