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CONNECT TO
COUNCIL

MINUTE WITH
THE MAYOR

Visiting us in person

Council this month released its
draft budget for the 2020-2021
financial year.

Postal address

The budget presents a challenge every
year and this year particularly so. Council
understands it must strike a balance
between acknowledging the hardship
facing many residents and businesses and
delivering projects that will stimulate the
economy during and after the coronavirus
pandemic.

Civic Centre
25 Liebig Street
Warrnambool Vic 3280
Open from 8.30am - 5pm, Mon–Fri.
Warrnambool City Council
P.O Box 198
Warrnambool 3280
Telephone: 03 5559 4800

Live Chat

Top right corner of
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Website

www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Connect Warrnambool

Get more from where you live
www.connectwarrnambool.com.au

Have your say

Find out how to have your
say by vistiting
www.yoursaywarrnambool.com.au

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monday June 1, 5.45pm.
Warrnambool Civic Centre

I believe the proposed budget strikes the
right balance. We have directed $1.95
million of resources and funding to helping
the community and business recover from
the impacts of COVID-19.
It’s a significant investment for a regional
city.
We also have under way substantial
capital works projects, for which the bulk
of funding has already been sourced from
other levels of government: the Reid Oval
upgrade, the Learning and Library Hub and
the Lake Pertobe upgrade.
I encourage all those with an interest in
Council activities to read the Budget and
to have a say on its direction by going to
www.yoursaywarrnambool.com.au

Cr. Robert Anderson

The ongoing renewal of assets including
footpaths and the addition of new paths
in recent months has happened at a good
time with people needing to get out with
their households to exercise.
Throughout the state of emergency it has
been wonderful to see people rally around
and encourage each other.
A great example of this was the Get
Around Warrnambool LoungeFest event,
showcasing the musical talent of our city.
Thousands of people “tuned in” on
Facebook to see an incredibly talented and
diverse range of singers and bands do their
thing to help lift people’s spirits.
It was amazing stuff.
The Get Around Warrnambool message is
one that I believe we can all embrace.

8 Casino Court, Warrnambool
0428 115 397
randerson@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

MINUTE WITH THE YOUTH COUNCIL

Cr. Sue Cassidy

On May 8, the Warrnambool and Moyne Youth Awards, hosted by
Alex Dyson, was live streamed on the Council Facebook page.

23 Nelson Street, Warrnambool
0417 438 470
scassidy@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Kylie Gaston

308 Timor Street, Warrnambool
0437 623 715
kgaston@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Tony Herbert, Mayor

20 Spence Street, Warrnambool
0427 669 760
therbert@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr Michael Neoh

PO Box 511, Warrnambool
0408 543 638
mneoh@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. David Owen

5 Kelp Street, Warrnambool
0419 615 887
dowen@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Peter Sycopoulis

12 Jackman Avenue
0439 722 451
psycopoulis@warrnambool.vic.gov.au
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W

hat a night!

Congratulations to all the
nominees. You are all fantastic people and
our communities are privileged to have
people like you. A special congratulations
to our category winners and runner ups:
Warrnambool 12-15: Winner: Amarli
Frankel - Runner Up: Mia Copland
Moyne 12-15: Winner: Riley Kelly Runner Up: Phoebe Reaburn
Warrnambool 16-18: Winner: Maggie
Johnson - Runner Up: Sebastian Simmons
Moyne 16-18: Winner: Keely Moore &
Samuel Sutcliffe - Runner Up: Stephenee
Hines
Warrnambool 19-25: Winner: Kajol Eagle
- Runner Up: Monique Hustler
Moyne 19-25: Winner: Harry Coffey Runner Up: Sean Lenehan
A big shout out to those who recognised
and nominated someone for a Youth
Award. From employers, teachers, coaches
and mentors, it shows that we as a

community are always looking out and believe
in celebrating one another. Thank you.
The Youth Showcase was a new edition to
this year’s awards. In the lead up to Friday
night, videos showing local film makers,
young entrepreneurs, singers, artists and
more, were shared. The awards night, youth
showcase and nominee videos are available
to watch on the Warrnambool City Council
Facebook page. (Highly recommend!)
Finally, a big congratulations and thank you
to everyone who helped organise and run
the awards night. First Ladies Productions,
the Council Comms team, Alex Dyson
and the Warrnambool and Moyne Youth
Development teams, we could not have
done it without you. It was a big hurdle
transitioning from face-to-face to virtual in
such a short time, but we did it!
Thank you Warrnamboolians for being so
kind and talented. It was our honour to
celebrate with you.
The Warrnambool Youth Council
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DRAFT BUDGET RESPONDS
TO PANDEMIC IMPACT
Warrnambool City Council’s draft 2020-2021
Budget acknowledges the financial hardship
facing many while investing in projects that will
help stimulate the economy during and after the
COVID-19 pandemic.

C

ouncil has released the draft budget for public comment
along with a revised Council Plan.

“We understand the financial damage this pandemic has wreaked
on our local economy and we must prepare and act for a
Covid-19-free future,” Mayor Cr Tony Herbert said.
“The draft budget allows for the downturn in services but also
seeks to both stimulate and support our municipality into 2021.”

Capital works highlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Road renewals - $3.8 million
Completion of the Lake Pertobe Master Plan
implementation (Stage I) - $2.9 million
Completion of the Reid Oval - $11 million
Library and Learning Centre - $1.3 million
Energy saving initiatives - $1 million
Community Support Fund - $810,000
Beach access renewal - $180,000

“We will use these capital projects to stimulate local employment
and purchasing and leverage opportunities of funding from
all levels of government to deliver for the future needs of our
community,” Cr Herbert said.
To have a say on the Budget or Council Plan go to

The budget includes a rate increase of 2.0 per cent, reduced from
the 4.5% allowed for by the Essential Services Commission for this
financial year. It also includes a reduction in the waste management
charge. Factoring in this saving, it means that rates and charges for
the average residential property will increase by 1.2%.
As part of Warrnambool’s response to the global recycling
issues, Council has implemented FOGO, a trial of kerbside
glass collection and glass collection points. This is reducing
Council’s risk exposure to the recycling market. These measures
have helped Council reduce waste management costs and it is
proposed that the waste management fees be cut by 2.79% or
$11 per property to $379.09.
This budget sees the average residential rate bill increase to
$2,053 from $2,029 in 2019-20.
“The budget reflects a significant cut in services directly affected
by the pandemic and sadly encompasses stand downs to many
valuable staff until we are able to reopen these services.
“These staff continue to be an important part of our future for
Warrnambool’s community.”
Over 2020-2021, the Council will develop and use its existing
resources and a community and business stimulus and recovery
fund to develop and deliver initiatives to help the community regrow.
“The allocation in 2020-2021 for community and business
support in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic is $1.951
million,” Cr Herbert said.
“This figure includes $450,000 of community and business
support funds and the focussing of existing resources to
community and business recovery efforts.”
Council has proposed a substantial capital works program with an
emphasis on asset renewal. We have allocated funding of $18.5
million for asset renewals, upgrades and expansions.

www.yoursaywarrnambool.com.au

WORKS TO CREATE A SAFER
INTERSECTION
A new roundabout is
being constructed at the
intersection of Timor and
Kelp streets.

T

he intersection of Timor
and Kelp Streets has a
history of crashes, with
Council successfully applying
for Australian Government Black
Spot Funding to pay for the
$272,000 upgrade.
Each year, the Australian
Government invites funding
applications to treat Black Spot
sites with a proven history of
crashes across Australia.
In five years of data there have
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been four crashes at the
intersection of Timor and
Kelp streets, including a
collision that resulted in a
serious injury.
As well as a new roundabout,
the upgrade will include a
reduction in the speed limit
from 60km/h to 50km/h
on Timor Street, improved
pedestrian crossing points,
kerb modifications to allow for
bus movements, new lighting,
new signs as well as minor
footpath and drainage works.
The project also completes
the network of roundabout
intersections in this grid of
Warrnambool.
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WARRNIBALD PRIZE
RETURNS TO THE WAG
After a year’s hiatus, the popular Warrnibald
Prize is returning to the Warrnambool Art Gallery
(WAG).

T

Money raised through the 2020 Warrnibald and Junior Warrnibald
will help to support WDEA Works Social Enterprises’ Artlink
Program.
Entries for the Warrnibald are open until Saturday July 11, 2020,
and the Junior Warrnibald Friday, June 26.
For more information, download an Artist Entry Pack for either
the Warrnibald or Junior Warrnibald visit

www.thewag.com.au/warrnibald-prize-2020

he prize, run jointly between the Warrnambool Art Gallery and
WDEA Works Warrnambool, encapsulates the community
spirit shown by people during social isolation. It’s a nonacquisitive open-entry portraiture exhibition and art prize, aiming
to foster community spirit and celebrate people who have
contributed to the rich and diverse community.
The Junior Warrnibald - a portrait competition for artists aged 18
and under - also makes its return.
WDEA Works CEO Tom Scarborough believes the Warrnibald will
help to keep people connected.
“While we’re living in uncertain times it’s now more important than
ever for us to maintain that community spirit and leadership which
the Warrnibald celebrates,” he said.
Despite the difficulties the competition faces due to COVID-19,
Warrnibald organisers are pushing ahead, implementing social
distancing rules and moving the exhibition online. Entrants will be
encouraged to observe social distancing and create their portrait
from a photograph, memory or of someone they live with.
“We’re looking at innovative ways to ensure that the public are
able to safely view the entrants for the Warrnibald, and also to
assist with judging the people’s choice Archibool award,” WAG
Director Vanessa Gerrans said.

THANK YOU FOR GETTING YOUR FLU SHOT
More that 1600 people have received their annual flu shot via
Warrnambool City Council clinics, and many more have had their
shot at their GP, pharmacy or health service.

A

flu shot is an important measure to protect your own health, the health of those
around you and the health of vulnerable members in our community.

It also helps reduce the likelihood of a dangerous COVID-19 and seasonal flu double-up
that could place a massive strain on health services.
If you haven’t had your flu shot yet, you can contact your GP, pharmacy or health service.
Council’s allocation of vaccines has been exhausted (except for children under 5).

AN AWARDWINNING
PARTNERSHIP
The Warrnambool City Council’s
partnership with South West
TAFE and the Warrnambool
VCAL Young Parents class has
been recognised as the best
VCAL collaboration in the state.

T

he group won the Partnership Award at
the 2020 VCAL Achievement Awards
held in a virtual format on April 28.

The Warrnambool VCAL Young Parents
class allows people with pre-school
children to further their education in a
flexible environment alongside their child.
Since 2016, Council has worked with the
class to deliver the unBOOLievable event
– a three-day calendar of free activities for
young families.
More than 700 people took part in the
event during Victorian Youth Week in April
2019.
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STAY IN TOUCH
WITH YOUR CLUB
If you’re part of a club or group,
be sure to keep in contact with
them as much as you can.

W

hen we eventually start the
recovery phase after COVID-19,
your club will need you to rebuild
and get back on track.
If you haven’t been involved with a club or
group, there are so many to choose from
that would love you have you on board
when the time is right.

DRIVING SAFELY FOR LONGER
With people aged over 65 strongly encouraged to stay home due to
COVID-19 social distancing measures, many have not driven a car
in several weeks.

You can find a list of clubs and
groups in Warrnambool at

www.connectwarrnambool.com.au

B

ookings are still open for the Warrnambool City Council’s Driving Safely for Longer
initiative.
Part of the Age Friendly Communities program, residents aged 65 or older are
eligible for a free one hour driving refresher with an experienced instructor.
You can come back onto the roads feeling up to date with the road rules and confident
to drive in Warrnambool and your local area.
While sessions won’t be held until its safe, you can put your name down today!
Call Loretta from South West Driver Education on 0413 199 329.
2.
3.
4.

Get Around Warrnambool encourages everyone
to think, support and spend local.

A

s part of the Get Around Warrnambool program, Council’s
Stage One Business Support Plan was launched in the
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Get Around Warrnambool will be further bolstered with $1.91
million allocated in the 2020/2021 draft budget for business and
community support.
This includes the creation of a $450,000 Community and
Business Support Stimulus Fund. How this fund will be used will
be determined over the coming months.
Council’s business support team has been busy reaching out and
making contact with as many of Warrnambool’s 2700 businesses
as they can to make sure they are aware of the support available
to them.
Stage One of Council’s business support plan includes the
following measures:
1.
Council will pay all suppliers as quickly as 			
possible.

5.
6.
7.

8.

9.
10.

Anyone experiencing financial hardship can arrange 		
to defer payments to Council, including rates, fines or 		
other payments.
No interest will be raised on business rates from March 		
16, 2020, the date a State of Emergency was declared,
until June 30, 2020.
No interest will be charged for overdue rates, or other 		
payments through to June 30, 2020
Free Parking in the City Centre from March 24 to June 		
30, 2020.
Assistance for business tenants of Council-owned 		
building or facilities.
Waiving the following permit fees for the 2020/2021 		
financial year
a. Outdoor Eating Facility permit fees;
b. Display of Goods for Sale permit fees; and
c. Advertising signs (A-frame) permit fees.
A dedicated Economic response team to support 		
Warrnambool businesses as a point of contact and 		
the development of a central portal to provide regular 		
updates on what support is available and
promoting changed operating conditions.
Implement across the City a marketing campaign to GET
AROUND WARRNAMBOOL.
Regular surveying of local businesses to understand
the economic impact of COVID-19 on our city. This
evidence base is important to not only inform Council’s
response plan but also advocate for, and access
any future Federal and State Government COVID-19
recovery programs in the region.
For more information visit

www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/covid-19-business-support
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local music scene and for the city.
“I loved it. We sat there and watched the
whole thing and we couldn’t take our eyes
off it. It was fantastic,” he said.
“Well done to everyone involved in the
production and to all of the musicians.
“Also, It’d be great if we can all get around
the pubs, clubs and restaurants as soon as
we can too, because without them, there
are no live venues.”

THOUSANDS TUNE IN TO LOUNGEFEST
Local music icon Nick How has hailed Warrnambool’s first online
music festival a “revolution”.

V

iewership of Get Around
Warrnambool - LoungeFest peaked
at 1800 simultaneous screens on
Saturday April 11, instantly making the
concert one of the biggest in the city’s
history.
How’s band “The Motorvators” joined 19
other local musical acts on the festival
line-up.
With live music venues closed due to
COVID-19, the idea was to create a
virtual music festival to bring the talents
of South West musicians to loungerooms
everywhere.

ALL POOLS AND
SPAS NEED TO BE
REGISTERED BY
JUNE 1
Do you have a pool or spa?

U

nder the new safety standards
introduced by the Victorian
Government, anyone with a pool or
spa at their property is required to register it.
All existing pools and spas need to be
registered with Council by June 1 2020
or within 30 days of completion if the
installation is under construction at this
date.

Musicians either sent in recordings made
especially for the event, or if that wasn’t
possible, they submitted footage from
previous gigs. This was then broadcast
on the Warrnambool City Council, COAST
FM and Fitz Media Productions Facebook
pages as well as on the radio at 95.3
COAST FM.
The three parts of the festival have
attracted a cumulative 47,000 views on
Facebook either live or on demand.
How, an industry veteran of 37 years,
said that Get Around Warrnambool –
LoungeFest was an uplifting event for the

He said that having so many talented local
musicians performing on one night, and
making those performances available to
people at home, was a great way for music
lovers to discover new favourites.
“It’s very hard to get out and go and see
people all the time, especially now… but
if you like any of the artists you saw, go to
iTunes or Spotify or wherever you get your
music and buy the tunes or buy the album.
“That will make a ton of difference.”
LoungeFest was organised by the
Warrnambool City Council, COAST FM, Fitz
Media Productions and Karen Thomson.
To view the festival on demand, visit either
the Warrnambool City Council, COAST FM
or Fitz Media Productions Facebook pages.
Preparations are under way for a second
Loungefest event, with a date yet to be
confirmed.

FREE ZOOM MEETING BACKGROUNDS
Living your life in Zoom meetings and getting sick of the same four walls?

W

hy not brighten up your Zoom room by uploading one of the breathtaking I AM
WARRNAMBOOL backgrounds?
You can help your tourism industry and local economy by planting the seed for
Warrnambool wanderlust - now.
Fill your screen with the places and spaces that are waiting for us, and visitors to return when it’s safe. While people are dreaming of their post-pandemic adventures it’s time to
show off Warrnambool!
Much of Warrnambool’s tourism comes from the visiting friends and relatives of our proud
locals. You’re more powerful than you think so please download a background and
#getaroundwarrnambool.
View and download the backgrounds at www.visitwarrnambool.com.au

Failing to register a swimming pool or spa
by the above date is an offence under the
Building Regulations 2018 and carries a
penalty, currently $330.44.
Visit www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au
for more information.
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FEEDBACK WILL HELP REFINE GLASS
COLLECTION SERVICE
Participants in Warrnambool’s glass collection trial will be asked to
provide feedback on the service.

I

n March Council launched its trial of a fourth bin, solely for glass, involving 3,350
households.

“In terms of glass tonnage collected the trial has been a success and ahead of rolling
the service out to all Warrnambool households we’ll seek feedback from those who have
used the service over an eight-week period,” Warrnambool Mayor Cr Tony Herbert said.
“Early indications have been extremely encouraging. During April we collected 24.8
tonnes of glass which is a great result.
“As the trial has continued we’ve seen households improve the sorting of their
recyclables.
The survey on the glass collection will ask residents about the service, how it might be
improved and how it impacted on the volumes of waste going into their other bins.
“The survey findings will help us to get the mix right in terms of how frequently we collect
each bin.
“We will also weigh up the impact of Container Deposit legislation to be introduced in
Victoria by the start of 2023.
“The willingness of Warrnambool residents to use the FOGO service and now a glass
collection means we are a step ahead of new Victorian Government policy that will
require councils to collect glass separately.
“Congratulations to all those involved in the trial and is yet another example of
Warrnambool residents caring for our environment and the city.”

LIVE ONLINE
AUCTIONS AT
SWVLX
For the first time, buyers at the
South West Victorian Livestock
Exchange were able to bid online
for cattle.

T

he April 24 sale of 1500 head of
livestock was streamed through a
service delivered by SWVLX and
online auction platform StockLive.
SWVLX Service Manager Paul White said
staff and operating agents were looking
forward to the prospect of reaching
a wider audience through live online
auctions.
“With the challenges and restrictions
on physical attendance presented by
the current COVID-19 environment, the
Warrnambool livestock agents sought to
increase exposure of the region’s highquality livestock to the broadest array of
buyers,” Mr White said.

DOG PARK
DOUBLES IN SIZE

involved a great partnership between
Council and the community,” Warrnambool
Mayor Cr Tony Herbert said.

Stage Two of Warrnambool’s
Community Dog Park has been
rolled out.

“We are using the services of local
contractors for the work, including fencing
of the new section while the community
working group is also involved with the
planning and delivery of some of the Stage
Two elements.

T

he $20,000 second stage sees the
park double in size with the addition
of seats.

Under current COVID-19 precautions
Council is still able to proceed with
construction projects provided social
distancing protocols are observed.
“This has proven to be an enormously
popular community facility and has

“The extended space covers an acre
(4000sqm) so that’s extra room for
running, fetching, gathering and general
canine and human socialising.
“I know we’re all looking forward to the day
when we can re-open the park and have
dogs and people gathering in a dedicated
doggie domain.”

“We can now reach buyers both locally
and interstate by interfacing the live sales
at SWVLX through the Stocklive platform.”
StockLive has operated successfully over
the past two years.
“Implementing the StockLive platform
increases the buyers’ ability to participate
in our monthly store sales, whilst also
allowing vendors to watch their livestock
be sold in real time,” Brian O’Halloran and
Co Agent Anthony Mahony said.
“With the current market prices being
achieved at the SWVLX facility, we felt this
was a constructive step forward that will
safeguard the strong market competition in
the current climate.”
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Visit www.stocklive.com.au
for listings and more information
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Slowing the spread of coronavirus
Stay home. Protect our health system. Save lives.
WASH your hands often with soap and
running water, for at least 20 seconds.
Dry with paper towel or hand dryer.
TRY not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth.
COVER your nose and mouth with a tissue
when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t
have a tissue cough or sneeze into
your upper sleeve or elbow.
PHONE your doctor or the hotline –
1800 675 398 – if you need medical
attention. They will tell you what to do.
CONTINUE healthy habits: exercise,
drink water, get plenty of sleep.
BUY an alcohol-based hand
sanitiser with over 60% alcohol.

Find out more

www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
Advice correct at the time of printing. Please visit www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus for the latest advice

If you are concerned, call the

Coronavirus hotline 1800 675 398 (24 hours)
Please keep Triple Zero (000) for emergencies only
To receive this publication in an accessible
format email COVID-19@dhhs.vic.gov.au
Authorised and published by the Victorian
Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, March 2020. (2001628_v2)
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