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ACTIVE LABOUR DAY
WAG REOPENS
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

CONNECT TO
COUNCIL

MINUTE WITH THE
MAYOR

Visiting us in person

The Warrnambool Library has
what is probably the biggest
membership of any club or
organisation in the city – more
than 16,000.

Civic Centre
25 Liebig Street
Warrnambool Vic 3280
Open from 8.30am - 5pm, Mon–Fri.

Postal address

W

Warrnambool City Council
P.O Box 198
Warrnambool 3280
Telephone: 03 5559 4800

hich means we have plenty
of people interested in the
development of the new Learning
and Library Hub – a joint project involving
Council and South West TAFE.
All Warrnambool residents with an interest
in the future of the library are encouraged
to contribute ideas to this great project.

Live Chat

Top right corner of
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Website

www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Connect Warrnambool

Get more from where you live
www.connectwarrnambool.com.au

Have your say

Find out how to have your
say by vistiting
www.yoursaywarrnambool.com.au

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monday, March 2
5.45pm, Warrnambool Civic Centre

Cr. Robert Anderson

8 Casino Court, Warrnambool
0428 115 397
randerson@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

A new library is a really exciting
development and while our existing library
is much-loved we do need a new facility
that will be fit-for-purpose, accessible
and provide the technologically advanced
learning spaces that are essential in the
21st century.
To have your say go to:

www.engage.vic.gov.au/learninghub

I

n 2013-2014 Council embarked on
a flood mitigation program in North
Warrnambool that centred on Russells
Creek.

Openings in the walls allowed access to
the creek and paths with flood gates to be
installed in the event of a flood warning.
Late last month, for the first time, the
flood gates were installed by Council as
a precautionary measure following advice
from Warrnambool’s Incident Control
Centre.
Thankfully floods did not eventuate
but this project was a really significant
undertaking by Council at the time and
while we hope it is not needed, it is
enormously reassuring to know that it’s
there protecting more than 600 properties
from severe flooding.

Cr. Tony Herbert, Mayor

p. 0427 669 760
e. therbert@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Part of that project included the
construction of flood walls to protect

you have changed address or if your pet
has passed away,” Council Chief Executive
Officer Peter Schneider said.

Cr. Sue Cassidy

23 Nelson Street, Warrnambool
0417 438 470
scassidy@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

“Under Victorian legislation it is the
responsibility of dog and cat owners to
register pets with their local council.

Cr. Kylie Gaston

308 Timor Street, Warrnambool
0437 623 715
kgaston@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

“To ensure pet owners receive their
registration renewals we must have up-todate contact details.”

Cr. Tony Herbert, Mayor

Each year across all Victorian councils, pet
registrations are due on April 10.
Pensioners receive a 50 per cent discount
on pet registration.

20 Spence Street, Warrnambool
0427 669 760
therbert@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Peter Hulin

1-3 Ponting Drive, Warrnambool
0428 411 169
phulin@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr Michael Neoh

PO Box 511, Warrnambool
0408 543 638
mneoh@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. David Owen

5 Kelp Street, Warrnambool
0419 615 887
dowen@warrnambool.vic.gov.au
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nearby properties in the event of a large
flood.

ARE YOUR PET
REGO DETAILS UP
TO DATE?
With pet registration renewal
notices to be sent out in
March, now is a good time for
pet owners to update pet and
contact details with Council.
“It’s really important to let Council know if

A portion of revenue from pet registrations
goes to the Victorian Government with
the remainder going to services such
as maintenance and renewal of signage
(eg dog off-lead areas), complaint
investigations, pound operation, 24hour emergency Local Laws service,
educational material and locating owners
of lost animals.
To update your pet registration details call
5559 4800 or drop in to the Civic Centre,
25 Liebig Street, Warrnambool.
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WORK UNDER
WAY ON NEW
WOODFORD TOILETS
Construction has started on new
compostable toilets at Woodford’s Jubilee Park/Wurrumbit
Birrng Yaar.

T

he project has been made possible
through the efforts of Woodford
volunteers and with funding
of $161,000 from Council’s Small
Infrastructure Fund.
The toilets, part of the Jubilee Park
Master Plan developed by Council and the
community a decade ago, will have all-abilities
access and be completed next month.
“Council was pleased to be able to support
this project which will mean that all the
major actions in the master plan have been
completed,” Mayor Cr Tony Herbert said.
“Overall in excess of $500,000 has been
spent transforming Jubilee Park into
something that residents should be proud
of and which now draws people from
outside Woodford.”
The project is being managed by the
Warrnambool Fly Fishers Club with resident
Trish Blakeslee and retired engineer Arnold
Brian overseeing construction.
“This is a sustainable project that provides
an opportunity for people to use the park and
have access to toilets,” Ms Blakeslee said.
“It’s also an opportunity to protect the
environment and the Merri River.
“The park is a place the whole of
Warrnambool can use. It’s a very special
asset the city has got and we have to
protect it so we can not only enjoy it now
but so can people in the future.
“We appreciate the support of the fly
fishing club.
“And Arnold Brian as project manager, his
knowledge has been invaluable and he has
given up his time to volunteer his services.”
Excavation work began in early February.
The toilets are being manufactured off-site
then installed before the construction of an
access ramp.
The toilets use very little water and do not
require power.

Artillery Crescent

ROAD REHABILITATION UNDER WAY
While the top layer of asphalt at a number of Warrnambool streets
and intersections is being replaced, the material won’t go to waste.

T

welve Warrnambool roads and intersections are currently being repaired via Council’s
Road Rehabilitation Program.

The work is being done with the use of a specialised profiling machine which accurately
removes the top layer of the road pavement.
This is then reconstructed with the use of “foam bitumen stabilised” crushed rock and a
layer of hot mix asphalt on the surface.
The salvaged material will be recycled and used to maintain and enhance the city’s
pathway network or as a base for future road projects.
Each of the following sites have been identified for treatment following a recent asset
condition audit, with the works to be completed by early March.
• Grafton Road adjacent to the entrance to Warrnambool College.
• Crawley Street at Hopetoun Road end.
• Hayley Drive from Paul Court to Megan Court.
• Drummond Street west of Tylden Street.
• Merri Street at Japan Street intersection.
• Daltons Road at Chenoweth Court intersection.
• Grafton Road at the Warrnambool College bus interchange entrance.
• McGregors Road at the horse training stables entrance.
• Albert Street and Dickson Street intersection.
• Drummond Street and Preston Street intersection.
• Crawley Street and Ardlie Street intersection.
• Artillery Crescent (Cannon Hill)

A LINK TO THE
PATH
King’s College students returned
after the summer holidays to find
a new footpath in front of their
school.
The 80m concrete footpath runs along
Eliza Court and links Balmoral Road to the
Tooheys and Marakai estates.

Arnold Brian and Trish Blakeslee

This provides an important link for both
students and the wider community, making
North Warrnambool that much more
walkable.
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YOU MIGHT BE
GETTING A CALL
Over February and March your
household may receive a call
from an independent market
research agency, National Field
Services.
This company has been commissioned to
conduct a community satisfaction survey
on behalf of Warrnambool City Council.

THOUSANDS TO GET ACTIVE ON
LABOUR DAY WEEKEND
Warrnambool will play host to no less than four major sporting
events over the Labour Day long weekend.

T

he Surf Life Saving Victoria Junior Championships, the Warrnambool Lawn Open
Tennis Tournament, the Seaside Volleyball Tournament and the Sailing Taipan
Catamaran State Titles will all be held in the city between March 7 and 9.

Warrnambool Mayor Tony Herbert said that about 2500 participants and supporters
would be involved in the events.
“Warrnambool has a well-earned reputation for being an excellent host city for major
sporting events,” he said.
“Events like this are very important to the city, and the economic activity that they
generate is considerable.
“Competing at a high level and travelling go hand in hand, so while I am excited to
welcome so many visitors to Australia’s most liveable city, hosting major sporting events in
Warrnambool makes it easier for more local competitors and supporters to be involved.
“Council is proud to support each of these events, but they simply wouldn’t happen
without the continued efforts of some very dedicated volunteers, so I’d like to thank them
for all that they do.
For more information, and to see what else is happening over the Labour Day weekend,
visit www.visitwarrnambool.com.au.

BEAT THE HEAT AIR-CON FOR ALL

Or if you just want to find a comfy spot in
an air-conditioned room and enjoy a book,
that’s fine too.

quipped with air conditioning, easy
access for all mobility levels as
well as a range of fun activities, the
Archie Graham Centre and the West
Warrnambool Neighbourhood House (23
Beamish Street) are there for you.

The West Warrnambool Neighbourhood
House is a registered distribution agency
for Warrnambool and District Food Share.

Both venues are places where people can
become involved in community events, find

4.

The survey has been designed to assess
Council’s performance across a range
of measures to identify ways to provide
improvement or more effective service
delivery to residents.
The survey will involve about 400
interviews conducted among a
representative sample of residents.
Key outcomes of the surveys are
made available at
www.knowyourcouncil.vic.gov.au
We appreciate you taking the time to
assist National Field Services with your
valuable feedback.
Please be assured that your details and
individual responses are confidential. Only
the overall results are shared with the
Council.
If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact the Council’s City
Assist team on 5559 4800.

out about other services or activities in the
area, join a class or support group or take
up an activity for fun and enjoyment.

If you’re looking for somewhere
to keep cool on the next hot
day, think about the Archie
Graham Centre or the West
Warrnambool Neighbourhood
House.

E

Similar surveys will be undertaken across
Victorian councils in the coming months.

The West Warrnambool Neighbourhood
house even has free WIFI as well as a
DVD exchange program, plus great school
holiday activities.

Community members experiencing
financial hardship and food insecurity are
welcome to visit the house to request
assistance with acquiring a food hamper.
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“I think that’s what this space is about, and why the gallery set out
to do this.”

WAG REOPENS
After a six month closure, the Warrnambool Art
Gallery re-opened to the public on February 7.

T

he gallery closed in August to allow for the installation of
a new heating, ventilation and cooling system to meet the
latest industry standards.

WAG Director Vanessa Gerrans said that her team took the
opportunity the closure presented to make changes in the
gallery’s layout, with an enlivened children’s art space near the
main entrance.
“We have really high levels of attendance and engagement by
students, young people and families, so for them to have a
dedicated space is really important,” she said.
The first exhibition in the space is “The Bull Cow” by artist and
architect Simon Linardi (pictured).
The Bull Cow is a fantasy creature that has never been seen
before by humans; a hybrid whale/cow lifeform that almost fills
the room.
Mr Linardi said that he enjoyed using his architecture background
to create an interactive art space for kids.
“When you look at the structure of an animal skeleton, it’s quite
similar to the skeleton of a building,” he said.
“It’s about creating a culture of creativity in families.

Simon was assisted by Deakin University Work Integrated Learning
Student Rachael Batten on aspects of the large painted mural that
surrounds the Bull Cow.
Arguably the gallery’s most famous work, “Tower Hill” by Eugene
von Guerard, will once again be on display after spending time
out on loan.
Other exhibitions now on include:
UNREST - featuring works by Ron Mueck, Patricia Piccnini, Liam
Benson, Charmaine Clarke, Caroline Garcia and SODA_JERK.
TAUT - four decades of paintings and graphic work by local artist
Stephen Campbell.
Climax Theatre - Yorta Yorta/Gunditjmara artist Josh Muir
addresses passing on the complex messages of Indigenous
culture’s ancestral knowledge in ways that resonate with their
contemporary context.
Line of Site - Featuring works from the Warrnambool Art Gallery
Collection.
Entry to the WAG is free.
All are welcome to the official WAG relaunch event on Friday
February 21 at 6-8pm.
For more information visit www.thewag.com.au.

A MURAL WITH A
MESSAGE
At first glance, the new mural
at the Blue Hole by Alara Harris
looks like a pristine underwater
seascape. But look closer.

T

o raise awareness and get the general
public talking about plastic pollution,
the Plastic Free Alliance and Ms Harris
have teamed up to produce a mural on the
Blue Hole toilet block near the mouth of
the Hopkins River.
The mural depicts animals such as
southern right whales, an australian fur
seal and a southern rock lobster swimming
around in what was an underwater oasis
until it became chocked by human litter.
“This mural is to raise awareness about
the current situation the world’s oceans
are in,” Ms Harris said.

“We need to take responsibility for our actions
and the choices we make every day.”

did it then we can all make a massive
difference.”

Founder of the Plastic Free Alliance Justin
Harzmeyer said that he was delighted with
the mural, and the vital message it helps
to convey.

Ms Harris’ original artworks will be
auctioned to raise money for the local
Sea Shepherd Australia Marine Debris
Campaign.

“It is important that everyone thinks about
their actions and starts to make a positive
change with their consumption of single
use plastic,” he said.
“It might seem that one person’s actions
won’t make a difference but if we all

Be sure to follow the Plastic Free Alliance
on Facebook for more information about
the auction.
The mural was funded by the Australian
Government’s Regional Arts Fund,
Warrnambool City Council and Fishcare
South West.
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TEDX WARRNAMBOOL SPEAKERS TO
REFLECT ON “BEING HERE”
The six speakers for TEDxWarrnambool have been announced.

E

arth scientist Dr John Sherwood, ultra-endurance athlete Paul Watkins, marine biologist
Dr Alecia Bellgrove, veterinarian and researcher Dr David Beggs and Find Your Voice
Choir founders Kylie Thulburn and Tom Richardson will all present at the event.

TEDxWarrnambool will be held on April 3, and will be amongst the first TEDx events in
Australia held outside a capital city.
TED is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to sharing ideas in the form of short,
powerful talks.
TEDx events are independently organised TED experiences where speakers have a
maximum of 18 minutes to share an idea they believe is worth spreading.

JAMES MEPHAM
IS CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR
A Warrnambool resident and
former Army photographer who
volunteers time to help young
defence force veterans after they
have returned to civilian life is the
2020 Warrnambool Citizen of
the Year.

J

ames Mepham was recognised for
efforts that included involvement in
Veterans Health Week activities such
as the Great South Coast Veterans Retreat
and the Veterans Community Picnic,
giving his time as a volunteer subject in
the Human Library 3280, a Mental Health
Week initiative, and being active in the
Rotary movement.
Mr Mepham said he was thrilled to
receive the award which he felt had come
“completely out of left field”.
His own transition to civilian life after
leaving the Army was difficult. Mr Mepham
had photographed the emergency
response to the Boxing Day Tsunami
and that experience left him with posttraumatic stress.
It was while volunteering at the Shrine
of Remembrance’s education centre he
met a young Rotarian who invited him to
photograph a Rotary project in Cambodia
and Vietnam which supported orphans,
hospitals, polio survivors and women.
“Through Rotary I have found passion and
purpose again,” Mr Mepham said.
Other award recipients were: Shannon
Carter – Young Citizen of the Year,
Kylie Thulborn, Marie McDonald, Keith
McKenzie – Local Achievers, The Human
Library 3280 – Event of the Year.

6.

TEDX videos are among the most popular content on YouTube.
TEDxWarrnambool Organiser Helen Sheedy said that she was “over the moon” with the
diverse range of speakers.
“The theme for TEDxWarrnambool is “Being Here” and all of our speakers look at this in
their own way,” she said.
“From the sheer will it takes to win a 600km Arctic ultramarathon, to the search for signs of
human occupation up to 120,000 years ago, our place has stories worth sharing with the world.”
TEDx rules mean that a maximum of 100 people can attend the event while an additional
100 can attend an authorised live stream. A ballot was used to allocate tickets, with
demand outstripping supply.
“If you missed out on a ticket, be sure to subscribe to TEDx on YouTube and you’ll be the
first to know when the talks are published online,” Ms Sheedy said.
For more information about each speaker visit www.tedxwarrnambool.com.
Dr John
Sherwood

Paul Watkins

Dr Alecia
Bellgrove

Dr David Beggs

Tom Richardson

Kylie Thulburn

AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Back to school for kids often means
back to work for parents. But what
do you do when your day job overlaps
with school pick-up time?

S

ervicing all local primary schools,
Warrnambool City Council’s After
School Care Program is now taking
bookings.
The After School Care program runs at St
Joseph’s Primary School, in Botanic Road
every school day from 3.30pm.
Students from any local primary school
are delivered to the program through the

school bus network.
For almost 20 years Council’s Outside
School Hours Care program has offered
After School Care and Vacation Care to the
local community.
The qualified educator team will work
with families to ensure individual children
engage in activities that interest them
including sport, craft, games and even
homework.
All Council’s Outside School Hours Care
programs are registered for childcare
subsidy which can substantially reduce the
cost of care for families.
For more information visit www.
warrnambool.vic.gov.au/after-school-care
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rubbish and FOGO bins collected the following week.
Glass collected will be crushed and re-used in road construction.
Warrnambool Mayor Tony Herbert said that a move to a four-bin
kerbside system had the potential to reduce the Municipal Waste
Charge for each property by about $10 annually.
“We now know that having glass, cardboard and paper in the
same bin creates too many contamination issues,” Cr Herbert
said.
“It’s expensive to separate these items and when glass breaks and
embeds in paper or cardboard, it means that these materials –
which are otherwise recyclable - can end up in landfill.

HOUSEHOLD GLASS
COLLECTION TRIAL BEGINS
Warrnambool City Council’s kerbside glass
collection program is under way.

A

bout 3400 properties in two trial areas have had the lids
on their 80L rubbish bins swapped from red to purple –
becoming a glass-only bin.

At the same time, they received a new, larger, 140L rubbish bin.
Glass collections begun in the first week of February and
coincided with the introduction of fortnightly rubbish collections in
the trial areas.

“As well as obviously being a poor environmental outcome,
sending material to landfill is expensive because of the Victorian
Government’s landfill levy.”
“Before the introduction of FOGO, the average bin contained
40 per cent organic material and this material was being sent to
landfill.
“The organic material is now being placed in FOGO bins which has
freed up space in red-lidded landfill bins.
“And for residents worried about how nappies might smell after
two weeks in the bin, research carried out by the Lake Macquarie
City Council reveals odours do not significantly change between
one week and two weeks.”
The kerbside glass collection will be supplemented with bottle
banks at Bunnings, the Dennington Shopping Centre and Norfolk
Plaza. These will accept all household glass.
Residents with questions about the rollout

The four-bin system means households will have their glass and
recycling bins picked up from the first week of February, with their

can call Council on 5559 4800

T

TRANSITION
FOR POPULAR
DISABILITY
SUPPORT
SERVICES

he Rural Access program was
established in Warrnambool in
September 2001.

The aim of the program was to enhance
access and inclusion for people with
disability, thereby creating opportunities
for their participation in their local
communities.

State Government funding for
Council’s Rural Access program
ceased in December, but many
of the programs pioneered by the
program will still run.

Since then, Rural Access has delivered
hundreds of projects with numerous
project partners across all areas of life.
Rural Access was a driving force in the
establishment of the Hampden Hurricanes

WORK EXPERIENCE FOR ALL
ABILITIES
Twelve young people with a disability will gain
valuable work experience at Warrnambool City
Council.

F

ollowing on from the success of AccessAbility Day,
Warrnambool City Council has been chosen as one of
ten Councils to participate in the Municipal Association of
Victoria’s Disability Work Experience Project.
Participants will complete 48 hours of work experience over a

all abilities football team, and has been
able to step back as South Warrnambool
Football Netball Club have taken over
responsibility for the team.
Community transition has also been viable
for surfing, triathlon, advocacy and the
Find Your Voice Choir.
All abilities infrastructure and equipment
such as portable toilets are still available
for community use.
For more information visit www.
warrnambool.vic.gov.au/disability-access

four-week period in a Council department that matches their
interests.
This will be a chance for young people with disability to
experience the expectations of a real workplace as well as allow
Council the opportunity to actively increase diversity and inclusion
in the workplace.
The funding for this project has been made available through
the National Disability Insurance Scheme and the Department of
Health and Human Services.
For more information, contact project coordinator Vicki Kearney
on vkearney@warrnambool.vic.gov.au or 5559 4437.
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WELCOME 2 WARRNAMBOOL
LANGUAGE CAFÉ

Every Tuesday, 9.30am – 11.30am
Brophy Family and Youth Services, 210
Timor Street
The Café is for anyone who wants to
practice their English skills and for the
wider community to meet new people from
all over the world.
www.brophy.org.au

WARRNAMBOOL
PORTUGUESE FESTIVAL

Saturday February 22 and Sunday
February 23
Lake Pertobe
The festival showcases Portuguese culture
in a vibrant display of traditional music,
dance and gourmet cuisine. In a weekend
of festivities, the Portuguese speaking
communities of Victoria celebrate historical
ties with Warrnambool, based on the
legend of the mysterious Mahogany Ship.
For more information search
“Comunidades de Lingua Portuguesa”
on Facebook or contact the Visitor
Information Centre on 5559 4620.

NDIS, MENTAL HEALTH AND
YOU

Tuesday February 25, 11am – 1pm
Archie Graham Community Centre
The Victorian Mental Illness Awareness
Council is hosting a workshop to shed
some light on the NDIS and how it might
work for you. The workshop will be tailored
to the needs of attendees, so bring your
questions along.
www.vmiac.org.au

AUSTRALIAN SPEEDCAR
CHAMPIONSHIP

Friday February 28 and Saturday
February 29
Premier Speedway
Two nights of great racing action, with
speedcars vying for the coveted Australian
Speedcar Championship.
Tickets at www.premierspeedway.
com.au

DETOX YOUR HOME

Saturday February 29, 9am-1pm
Residents are encouraged to take
advantage of the opportunity to rid their
homes of unwanted household chemicals
for free.
For further information about the collection,
including a full list of accepted items, visit
www.sustainability.vic.gov.au

100X100 SWIMMING EVENT

Sunday March 1, 8am – 3pm
AquaZone
Hosted by Warrnambool Whales,
challenge yourself to swim 100 100m laps,
or a distance that suits you. Flippers and
pull buys allowed. $30 fee includes pool
entry, event cap, snacks and lunch.
www.mastersswimmingvic.org.au

EASTER ARTS FESTIVAL

Sunday March 1 – Monday April 27
Easter Arts Festival Warrnambool is a
community festival encompassing all of the
arts, from concerts to exhibitions. Events
are held across various venues in town.
For more information contact john on
5565 4302 or john@armsfamily.info

SESAME STREET CIRCUS

Friday March 13 – Sunday March 22
Raglan Parade, next to Gateway Plaza
Silvers Circus is proud to present its
brand new show - Sesame Street Circus
Spectacular. In addition to the Sesame
Street characters, the Circus will feature
performers from Switzerland, Argentina,
Colombia, Morocco, Brazil, Ethiopia and
Australia.
www.silverscircus.com.au

EUREKA SPRINTCAR SERIES

Saturday March 14, 5pm – 11pm
Premier Speedway
It’s the penultimate round of the Eureka
Sprintcar Series for 2019-20 season with
the Street Stocks also making a return to
Premier Speedway.
Tickets at www.premierspeedway.
com.au

WHAT’S ON AT THE
LIGHTHOUSE THEATRE
Raise the Barre
February 15, 7pm
Superdudes
February 18, 10.30am
50 Shades- The Musical Parody
February 25, 7.30pm and February 26,
7.30pm
Making Waves – Health Practitioners
Conference
February 28, 8.30am
Melinda Schneider – A Farewell to
Doris
February 28, 8pm
No Limits
February 29, 12pm
Peter Williams – Medium
March 1, 7pm
The Perception Experiment
March 4, 7.30pm
Rotary Peace Concert
March 5, 7.15pm
American Song
March 10, 7.30pm
Good Vibrations – Sounds of the
Beach Boys
March 18 – 11am
Shades of Buble
March 19 7.30pm

MELBOURNE TO WARRNAMBOOL CYCLING CLASSIC

Saturday February 15 – Sunday February 16

Australia’s oldest one-day cycling race is now part of a bumper weekend of cycling.
The 267km Melbourne to Warrnambool Cycling Classic and the new Port Campbell to
Warrnambool Handicap will be staged on Saturday February 15.
This will be followed by a 1.2km criterium on Viaduct Road on Sunday February 16.
Depending on conditions, the Melbourne to Warrnambool cyclists are expected to cross
the finish line on Raglan Parade between 2.30pm and 3pm on Saturday.
The criterium will be an action-packed event that’s great for spectators.
It will begin at 8am on Sunday and finish about 1.15pm, with men and women to race in
various categories.
For more information visit www.melbournetowarrnambool.com.au.

