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For updates on changes to Council 
services as a result  of COVID-19 go
to www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/coro-
navirus

Postal address
Warrnambool City Council
P.O Box 198
Warrnambool 3280
Telephone: 03 5559 4800

Live Chat
Top right corner of
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Website
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Connect Warrnambool
Get more from where you live
www.connectwarrnambool.com.au

Have your say
Find out how to have your
say by vistiting
www.yoursaywarrnambool.com.au

CONNECT TO 

COUNCIL

Cr. Vicki Jellie, Mayor

0437 937 810
vjellie@warrnambool.vic.gov.au 

Cr. Richard Ziegeler

Deputy Mayor

0437 928 490
rziegeler@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Otha Akoch

0437 906 424
oakoch@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Debbie Arnott

0438 034 169
darnott@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Ben Blain

0437 900 646
bblain@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr Angie Paspaliaris

0418 595 745
 apaspaliaris@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr. Max Taylor

0438 091 575
mtaylor@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

MINUTE WITH 

THE MAYOR

Hello everyone,

It’s a great privilege to be elected Mayor 
of Warrnambool and this is my first 
column in Council’s newsletter.

Together with all of our newly elected 
councillors, we will have a future focus for 
Warrnambool City, and will work together 
with the only the best interests of our 
community in mind. 

After the “ceremonial” meeting in 
November we had a more regular Council 
meeting on December 7 and made 
decisions on several important issues.

Among them was the extension of the 
two-hour free parking from 9am to 11am 
in Ozone Car Park, Cramond and Dickson 
Car Park, Parkers Car Park and – pending 
approval of the car park owner - the Target 
Car Park.

The two hours of free parking will now be 
available in these car parks until March 14, 
2021.

The free parking was introduced as a 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
Council is pleased to be able to extend this 
support over the holiday season and well 
into 2021.

Council also signed off on a contract to 
deliver repairs to more than 1400 metres 
of footpaths around the city.

Perhaps the most significant decision 
made at the December meeting was 
for Council to move out of providing a 
community housing service.

Council owns 13 homes that it makes 
available at low cost to disadvantaged 
families. 

We recognise that community housing is 
vitally important but Council also felt that 
this was not one of our core services and 
that other providers were better placed to 
offer this specialised service.

It’s important for the community to know 
that these homes will still be available to 
those in need. Council will collaborate 
with the Department of Health and Human 
Services to ensure that a proper process 
takes place that will see the houses 
transferred to a registered housing agency.

Finally, I’d like to wish everyone a safe and 
happy Christmas and New Year– please 
consider our local traders as you go about 
your holiday season shopping.

Cr. Vicki Jellie, Mayor

WARRNAMBOOL CITY COUNCIL 2021 

MEETING SCHEDULE

All meetings are held from 5.45pm the Reception Room of the 
Civic Centre, 25 Liebig Street, Warrnambool.

Monday 1 February 
Monday 1 March 
Tuesday 6 April 
Monday 3 May 

Monday 7 June 
Monday 5 July 2 
Monday 2 August 
Monday 6 September 

Monday 4 October 
Monday 25 October 2 (Annual Meeting) 
Monday 1 November 
Monday 6 December 

YOUR

COUNCILLORS
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SO MUCH ROOM 

FOR ACTIVITIES

Mass gatherings might be 
out but there’s still plenty to 
look forward to with a packed 
summer events program.

The summer events theme is “big 
nature”, so everything is based 
outdoors, is free to attend and 

COVID-safe.

Among the attractions are:
• Outdoor Film Festival – featuring 

documentaries through partnership 
with Melbourne Documentary Film 
Festival (Lake Pertobe, Dennington & 
Civic Green)

LET IT GLOW!

Council has added 16 neon sculptures to its 
permanent collection of Christmas decorations.

The lights were custom-made by artist Carla O’Brien, who 
worked with Council on the popular Solstice Searching 
event in June that saw neons hidden at popular locations 

throughout Warrnambool.

The city’s new sculptures were unveiled as part of “A Very Liebig 
Christmas” over the weekend, and will remain in place until after 
Christmas, giving everyone plenty of time to enjoy them.

They can be found in and around Liebig Street, with two 
installations at Cannon Hill too.

Ms O’Brien said that she was thrilled to be back in Warrnambool. 

“It was such a positive experience with the neon trail that we had 
over wintertime, so it was fantastic to come back and bring a 
different side of Christmas, something that’s completely unique,” 
she said.

“These are original pieces and Warrnambool is the first in the 
world to get them.

“I hope a lot of people come into the city, 
have a wander around and see everything.”
Ms O’Brien said that the artworks injected fun and excitement into 
the city while providing a COVID-safe activity for families.

“What’s so great about them is that you can take an amazing 
photo but you don’t have to touch them,” she said.

Warrnambool City Council Manager Events Lauren Edney said that 
Solstice Searching proved that the concept of neon sculptures that 
people could take their photo with was a popular one.

“We’re really excited to have Carla back because Solstice 
Searching was such a big hit and I think at that time of year, 
everyone was looking for something to do, and it was such a 
great, safe way to enjoy Warrnambool,” she said.

“And the great thing is that these lights are now part of the 
permanent Warrnambool City Council Christmas decorations so 
we’ll have them for the future as well.

“The beauty for us is that they are portable and they can be used 
with batteries as well. So we can move them around town in the 
future and really customise the look.

“It’s nice to do something like this that brings a bit of joy, 
especially after such a non-joyous year, so we’re just really excited 
to be able to put this on and have something that’s going for the 
whole month so everyone can get out and about and enjoy it.”

Carla O’Brien is a visual artist whose neon artworks have been 
showcased at the White Night festivals in Melbourne and Ballarat 
as well as the Burning Man Festival in the United States.

Pop star Katy Perry once published a photo with one of Ms 
O’Brien’s artworks on her Instagram page, with the post attracting 
more than 700,000 likes.

• Nature based activities – delivered by 
Nurture in Nature at Lake Pertobe and 
the Warrnambool Botanic Gardens. 
Featuring nature weaving, mediation 
(adults & kids) and story walks.

• Kite flying exhibition – giant kites from 
Kites 4 Kids Melbourne

• Musical group activities, such as 
drumming circles hosted by Tom 
Richardson

• Artist in residence program, featuring 
a shipping container mural by Sinead 
Murphy @lovelockstudio

• New Year’s Eve celebration trail along 
the promenade, featuring various 
traditions from around the world  

For times and dates visit
www.visitwarrnambool.com.au/summer

So support local, be safe, have fun and 
we’ll see you outdoors!

WCC Events Manager Lauren Edney with 
Artist Carla O’Brien.
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HAVE YOUR SAY ON DRAFT 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

POLICY

Council has prepared a draft Community 
Engagement Policy and is now seeking your views 
on the policy. 

Under the Local Government Act 2020 all Victorian councils 
are required to have a Community Engagement Policy.

Council’s existing Community Engagement Policy has been 
reviewed to include the requirements of the new Act.

 The Act states that Council must adopt and maintain a 
community engagement policy. The Act also states the policy 
must:
(a)  be developed in consultation with the municipal   
 community; and
(b)  give effect to the community engagement principles; and
(c)  be capable of being applied to the making of the   
 Council’s local laws; and
(d)  be capable of being applied in relation to the Council’s   
 budget and policy development; and
(e)  describe the type and form of community engagement   
 proposed, having regard to the significance    

GETTING BACK TO 

THE BEACH

With the completion of new 
staircases beach goers once 
again have easy access to Lady 
Bay at McGennan Car Park and 
from Surfside Holiday Park.

The new staircases are more robust 
than the older timber structures they 
replaced.

The design and construction anticipates 
the consequences of climate change 
including the likelihood of more intense 
storm and tidal activity that damaged the 

 and complexity of the matter and the level of resourcing  
 required; and
(f)  specify a process for informing the municipal community  
 of  the outcome of the community engagement; and
(g)  include deliberative engagement practices which must   
 include and address any matters prescribed by the   
 regulations for the purposes of this paragraph and be   
 capable of being applied to the development    
 of the Community Vision, Council Plan, Financial Plan   
 and Asset Plan and
(h)  include any other matters prescribed by the regulations

Councils are required to adopt a new Community Engagement 
Policy before March 1, 2021.

To have your say on the draft policy go to www.
yoursaywarrnambool.com.au

Alternatively a hard copy of the draft policy will be available for 
review at the Civic Centre, 25 Liebig Street. Feedback can be 
mailed to:

Draft Community Engagement Policy submission
PO Box 198
Warrnambool 3280

Council will use the community feedback to inform further 
improvements to the policy before a final version is approved at a 
Council meeting in February 2021.

previous structures.

These structures comprise more durable 
materials including stainless steel and have 
deep-driven piles which are a response 
to the harsh, dynamic coastal conditions 
experienced at Lady Bay.

To help stabilise the sand dune around 
each staircase Council’s Parks and 
Gardens Team will use nature based 
materials to encourage the growth of 
native vegetation.

The project included new concrete paths, 
a landing, the stairs, fencing and at the 
McGennan Car Park access, a retaining wall.

Council engaged the design services from 
Warrnambool’s PM Design Group and site 

information from Joseph Land Surveyors. 

The components of the new access points 
were manufactured by Queensland-based 
Wagners CFT Manufacturing while the 
assembly and installation was carried 
out by Melbourne-based CopeAg in 
collaboration with GreenCon and Tasweld 
from Warrnambool.

The cost of the McGennan Car Park beach 
access was$160,000.
The cost of the Surfside Holiday Park 
access was $90,000.

Project funding came from a Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning’s Coastal Public Access & Risk 
program ($150,000) and from Council’s 
Capital Works Program ($100,000).

Project officer Jen MacMillan, 
Mayor Cr Vicki Jellie and 
Manager Infrastructure 
Services Luke Coughlan at 
the new McGennan Car Park 
staircase.
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MORE TWO-HOUR 

FREE PARKING 

IN SELECTED CAR 

PARKS

Council has extended two-hour 
free parking in selected off-
street car parks until March 14, 
2021.

This means that free parking will be 
offered between 9am and 11am in 
two-hour parking zones Ozone Car 

Park, Cramond and Dickson Car Park and 
Parkers Car Park.

“We’re pleased to be able to extend this 
free parking offer right through the holiday 
season,” Warrnambool Mayor Cr Vicki 
Jellie said.

“It provides people with another option 
if they are considering a visit to the city 
centre.”

Two-hour free parking was first offered 
in April this year as a business support 
measure in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Shoppers and visitors to the city centre 
can also take advantage of existing free 
parking in several city centre locations 
including Banyan Street, Merri Street and 
the 179-bay car park at the Warrnambool 
Railway Station.

PREPARING FOR FIRE SEASON

Fire season preparation is now something that we all need to commit to.

It is rare for an Australian summer to pass without the presence of bushfire on some 
part of our land mass.

At a practical, household level, there are simple steps people can take to help reduce the 
risk of fire.

These include:
• Clearing leaves and branches from gutters and around the garden.
• Removing undergrowth or unwanted rubbish around your property.
• Remove dead or damaged branches from trees and bushes.

Owners of vacant blocks in residential areas are reminded that they must control 
vegetation.

More tips and hints are available at the CFA website www.cfa.vic.gov.au.

Council is committed to playing its role in fire prevention.
This includes mowing, tree maintenance, weed spraying and grading where required. 
The bulk of Council’s fire prevention work is carried out when grasses begin to dry out – if 
done any earlier the grasses will regrow and the risk of fire returns.

TAKE THE SOUTH WEST 

POLICE COMMUNITY SAFETY 

SURVEY

Police in the South West are conducting a survey 
to gain insights it the community’s safety concerns 
and priorities.

The findings will be used to help      
police use resources more     
effectively to help the community.

Residents in the Warrnambool,
Moyne and Corangamite
municipalities are all encouraged
to complete the survey which
takes just a few minutes.

To take part go to:
www.engage.vic.gov.au/south-west-safety-survey

The survey closes on December 31.

Warrnambool’s Sgt Nick 
Greenwood at the launch 
of the community survey 
on the Civic Green.
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SPECIAL AWARD FOR A GREAT FRIEND

Over the past 22 years Mandy King has observed with delight the 
restoration of the Warrnambool Botanic Gardens.

The secretary of the Friends of Warrnambool Botanic Gardens says the lobbying by 
the Friends for a dedicated curator was a key to restoring the integrity of the gardens 
designed by renowned landscape designer, William Guilfoyle.

“Over 22 years you learn a lot. The gardens have grown to be a passion and it is great to 
see them kept in the Guilfoyle way,” Ms King said.

Ms King’s efforts on behalf of the Friends group have been recognised with the inaugural 
Handbury Award presented by the Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens.

The award is named in honour of the late Geoff Handbury, well known philanthropist who 
generously donated to many causes including botanic gardens. 

The award was presented – virtually - by Dr Philip Moors AO at the Association’s Annual 
General Meeting.

MORE LOW-ENERGY STREET LIGHTS ON 

THE WAY

In January more than 900 old street lights will be upgraded.

Council is replacing old street lights with LEDs which last longer and use less
energy.

This is the second wave of street light upgrades following a large changeover about five
years ago.

The replacement schedule includes a mix of LEDs, all with reduced wattage but a 
comparable light output to the old light globes they are replacing.
• 17W LEDs will replace existing 32W, 42 and 80W lights;
• 70W LEDs will replace existing 150W lights;
• 150W LEDs will replace existing 250W lights; and
• 275W LEDs will replace existing 400W lights.

Residents can expect to see cherry pickers out and about from January next year fitting 
the new lights to existing poles.

The supply and installation of lights will cost in excess of $900,000 but from the moment 
they first switch on they will deliver energy and cost savings.

The payback period is seven to eight years and energy savings are expected to be in the 
order of 275,000 kWh or 275 MWh per year. 

According to the Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources this is the 
equivalent energy used by about 45 average Australian homes each year.

It also represents about 6 per cent of the total annual Council electricity consumption 
(2019-2020).

The old street lights will be recycled.

RECOGNITION 

FOR FLAGSTAFF 

HILL COLLECTION

Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village 
was among the winners at 
the recent 2020 Victorian 
Museums and Galleries Awards.

The award, presented on December 
8 by the Victorian branch of the 
Australian Museums Association, 

recognises the commitment of the 
dedicated volunteer collections team with 
guidance from the professional curatorial 
staff.

The maritime museum at Flagstaff Hill 
contains Australia’s richest shipwreck 
collection comprising over 10,000 artefacts 
including the famous Loch Ard Peacock, 
ship bells from numerous wrecks, cannons 
and the Schomberg diamond ring. 

A small but passionate team works 
towards best practice museum 
standards for cataloguing and collections 
management at Flagstaff Hill.

Judges noted the detailed assessments 
and historical information provided in the 
collection records.

Digital cataloguing gives shipwreck 
enthusiasts and history buffs from around 
the globe insight into the significance of 
the Flagstaff Hill collection.

The Flagstaff Hill museum collection can 
be viewed online at at:

www.victoriancollections.net.au/

organisations/flagstaff-hill-maritime-village

The list of 2020 Australian Museums 
awards winners can be found at 
amagavic.org.au/awards/awards-

winners-2020

Council’s Sustainability 
Officer Juan Donis with 
one of the new LED street 
lights.
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REID OVAL 

Work to transform Reid Oval into a facility the 
region can be proud of is well under way.

Local firm Fairbrother has been busy on-site at Warrnambool’s 
premier sporting ground since late September.

The old pavilion has been demolished and the playing surface has 
been excavated.

A large volume of rock, especially at the northern end of the 
ground, has been removed to allow work on drainage and 
irrigation systems.

Once all of the necessary rock in excavated from the pavilion site 
as well, underground services can be installed and the slab can 
be poured.

The Reid Oval Redevelopment is supported by the Victorian 
Government.

While the Reid Oval turf has been removed from the oval, you’ll 
still be able to find patches of it dotted around Warrnambool.

Daybreak Rotary Club sold about 500sqm of the hallowed turf, 
raising approximately $4000 for charity in the process.

While a handful of small sods were sold as keepsakes, including 
to a couple of cricketers who claimed sections of the centre pitch, 
the majority was used by people looking to repair their lawns or 
landscape their backyards.

Buyers had the choice to direct their money to either The Lookout 
or South West Healthcare.
Volunteers from the Clontarf Academy were on-site to lend a 
hand, helping to roll the sods and load the orders for people.

It’s a great initiative by Rotary Daybreak to raise money for charity 
in a year where many usual fundraisers have been disrupted.

The Reid oval Redevelopment Project will include:
• upgraded the playing surface on Reid Oval to a regional 

standard for AFL and cricket;

PLANTS STOLEN FROM 

GARDENS

• upgraded lighting to allow night fixtures to be played;
• modern changerooms and facilities that cater equally for 

males and females;
• improved spectator amenities; and,
• better cricket training facilities.

The project is expected to be complete in mid-2022.

The Reid Oval Redevelopment is supported by the Victorian 
Government.

Friends of the Warrnambool Botanic Gardens and gardens staff 
have been disappointed by recent plant thefts. Stolen plants 
include two rare palms, a Heuchera (coral bells) and several 
smaller plants. Anyone with information about these thefts should 
contact Warrnambool Police.
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SUNDAY 3RD JANUARY  - Lake Pertobe
(presented by Melbourne Documentary Film Festival) 

3.00pm  The Man on the Bus 
5.00pm  Can Art Stop a Bullet: William Kelly’s Big Picture 

7.00pm  Ocean to Sky 

THURSDAY 7TH JANUARY - Dennington
3.30pm  Scoob         PG
5.30pm  The Goonies        PG   
SATURDAY 9TH JANUARY - Lake Pertobe
3.30pm  Scoob         PG 
5.30pm  The Goonies        PG

WEDNESDAY 13TH JANUARY - Lake Pertobe
4.00pm  Secret Life of Pets 2      PG
6.00pm  Fisherman’s Friends      M

THURSDAY 14TH JANUARY - Lake Pertobe 
5.30pm  The Queen’s Corgi      PG
7.30pm  Step Brothers       MA 15+

SATURDAY 16TH JANUARY - Civic Green
4.30pm  Namatjira Project       M
6.30pm  Almost Famous       M
Screenings depend on fine weather. Go to www.visitwarrnambool.com.au for updates.

Pull out a rug, pack your pop corn and catch an outdoor flick 

this summer! Brought to you by Warrnambool City Council.
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